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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 7.—Beginning the Christian 
RT 5 PEI ChE John 1+ 35-51; Acts 16: 13-34 
2. July 14.—Reading God’s Word.Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19: 7-11 
3. July 21.—Praying to God..Luke 11: 1-13; Pasa. 145 : 18, 19 
4 July 2.—Obeying God 
Matt. 4: 18-22; John 14: 22-24; Jas. 1 : 22-27 
5. August 4.—Growing Stronger.-Luke 2 : 42-52; 2 Pet. 1 : 5-8 
6. August 11.—Helping Others..,Luke 10 : 25-37; Gal. 6 : 1-10 
7. August 18.—Working in the 
ia TO ery tee eer ee Acts 2: 41-47; 4 :.32-35; 6: 2-4 
8. August 25.—Speaking. for Christ 
‘ Luke 12: 8-12; Acts 1 :-1-8 
9. September 1.—Christian Giving....Luke 6: 30-38; a1 : 1-4 
10. Septemiber 8.—Conquering Evil 
1 Kings 21: 1-29; Eph. 5: 6-21 
11, September 15.—Winning the World to Christ 
Matt. 5: 13-16; 28 : 18-20; Acts 16 : 6-15; Neh. 1: 1-11 
12. September 22.—Fruits of the Christian 


BADD v strc gnes0 thee Kya tikes es apes nlted Matt. 25 : 14-30; § : t-12 
13. September 29.—Review: What it Means to Be a 
Christiat. 100 ccdccccvccscccoveccceccscencese t John 3: 1-2 
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The Things that Remain 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


And this word . , . signifieth the removing of those 
things that are shaken, .. . that those things which 
are not shaken may remain.— Hebrews 12 : 27. 


Wn though the little hills shall melt, 
The mighty mountains move ? 

Though earth and heaven shall pass away, 
And suns unstable prove? 

Though faithless stars shall cease to shine, 
And there is no more sea ? 

Still changeless as the changeless God 
The Word of God shail be. 











Did you observe the Day of Public Humiliation, 
Prayer, and Fasting set by the President of the 
United States for May 30? Have you plans for con- 
tinued prayer for our nation and the Allies? After 
reading the “Notes.on Open Letters” article on_the 
next page, will you write to the Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times? 


ot ee a 


Supernatural and Commonplace 


Thrillingly adventurous may be the life of the 
Spirit-filled ristian. And very commonplace may 
be the life of the Spirit-filled Christian. Blessed ‘is 
that one who is ready for either, as the Lord may 
direct. If, after having “let go, and let God,” .super- 
natural experiences begin to mark our path, until we 
are fairly wondering with joyous thanksgiving what 
God is going to do next, then God may see best to 
test us with the commonplace. A Christian woman 
who, after a Victorious Life conference last sum- 
mer, had gone the whole way. with “God ard. was 
revelling in her new freedom and power, wrote later 
to a friend: “My experience that followed the bap- 
tiem at —— was so overwhelmi supernatural that 
I see now that all along I’ve been looking for the 
supernatural in every turn of the way.” And just 
there was her peril. Like so many Christians under 


similar circumstances, she had waconn seen begun 
to test everything by the supernatural, and when that 
was lacking, the temptation came to think it was not 
of . On the other hand, Satan can use the super- 
natural as well as God, and as an ange! of light” 
can mislead us. So what God asks is that we trust, 
not in the supernatural, but in Himself. Then, 
whether life thrills or is humdrum, we are safe. And 
let us not oe i that the “commonplace” is never 
commonplace if God sends it. 


- a 
Good Manners Tested 


Bad manners often oe eventy on people who 
are well mannered. A r is not likely to suffer 
much from the boorishness of others. sensitive, 
well-bred person to whom good manners are second 
nature is so keenly conscious of lapses in others that 
he is liable to suffer from it. And then, when almost 
intolerable “breaks” are noted, comes the temptation 
to show or speak one’s impatience. But the next 
time one may be thus tempted it will be well to 
recall the old incident “told of a sage, that one day, 
after the fashion of the schools, he was questioned, 
‘Master, what is the test of good manners?’ .Where- 
fore he answered, ‘It is being able to put up pleasantly 
with bad ones.’” 
“~ 


The Best Good Enough 


How shall we keep people from “going to the 
bad”? Shall we offer them something not quite so 
bad?- Some mistaken “helpers” think that i a 
sound plan. They argue that it is a good thing to 
open rooms where soldiers, for example, can come 
and dance with their girl friends, so that they may 
be ‘kept from going to worse places. Certainly there 
are worse things, that the soldiers can do, than 
dancing. Also there are better things than dancing. 
Dancing has a downward drag to it, as most soldiers 
and other men and a good many girls know. There- 
fore Christian people are not reduced t6 the neces- 
sity of keeping soldiers: from the worst by offering 


them something not quite so bad as the worst. By 
the same reasoning it would be well to offer soldiers 
beer in order to keep them from whisky; but the 
government knows better than that, and does not 
allbw even light, “harmless” beer for the soldiers. 
Not second best or third» best, but the best, is good 
enough for every one whom we would help; and 
nothing less than the best is good enough. If we 
would keep people from the worst, we need never 
give them anything but the best. Christians know 
what the Best is,—it is Jesus Christ himself. He 
satisfies; nothing else does. Do not the men who 
are going out from us to offer their best, and all that 
they have, that we may be safeguarded, deserve the 
best that we can give them—even Christ? 


a 
When it Can’t Be Done 


“Impossibility” is written across many a desirable 
oal. e are-told of something that ought to be 
one; it is laid upon us as our duty; but plainly, ac- 

cording to all that we can see, it cannot be done. 
Perhaps we say so, and turn away to something else. 
And while we are doing that, some one else, under 
exactly the same circumstances, is doing the very 
thing that “cannot be done.” And we are sorry we 
stopped so easily. Rear-Admiral Samuel McGowan, 
Paymaster-General of the United States Navy, has 
the reputation of being one of the most efficient de- 
partment chiefs in the National Government. He 
has had a little card printed and circulated in his de- 
partment. In a gray type, so printed as to séem to 
be in the background of the card, are the words in 
quotation marks “It can’t be done.” Then.in bold 
black type are the words, “But here it is.” The word 
“But” is printed across the face of the word “can’t,” 
and the letters of the words “here it is” increase in 
size until the word “is” is the largest and boldest of 
the sentence. Admiral McGowan has put up a clever 
challenge to all of us who back down too easily, 
And an even more efficient Chief than the Paymaster. 
General of the United States Navy said, long before 
our day, “With men this is impossible; but with God 
all things are possible. 


In What Ways is the Bible Inspired ? 


differing not only in degree, but in. kind, from 

the ordinary spiritual influence of the Holy 
Spirit. Inspiration is the communication of the 
divine truth in a way unique in~degree and kind. 
As all the writers of the New Testament were either 
apostles or men in close relation to them, inspiration 
may be described as a special influence of the Holy 
Spirit. by which the apostles and their. companions 
were enabled to transmit the Divine revelation as they 
received it, 

The character of the New Testament shows that 
the activity of the Holy Spirit in relation to this 
unique inspiration was decidedly limited, covering a 
period of fifty years, from A. D. 50 to 100. Then, as 
several scholars have pointed out, comes 4h abrupt 
change; there is perhaps no transition so quiet, and 
yet so sudden and unmistakable, as the difference be- 
tween any of the New Testament books and even the 
finest product. of the second century. This means 
that during the dates covered by the New Testament 
books the Holy Spirit was the Spirit of inspiration, but 
that afterwards he was the Spirit only of illumination. 

This is; of course, due to the fundamental reason 
for this: unique work of the Holy Spirit in Scrip- 
ture: the fact that Scripture embodies a Divine reve- 
lation of redemption in Christ. 

But now it is worth while to inquire how far this 
inspiration in writing extended. As revelation is a 
record of the thoughts of God for the life of man, 
if. the Divine will is to be handed down it must be 
put ittto words. Can we be sure of the thoughts if 
wé are not sure of the words?” Inspiration must, 
therefore, extend to-lan e. _Consider two such 
declarations as these: ““For the prophecy came not 


This is the fourth of a seriés of editorials on “The Authority of 
4 a consideration of 


B: INSPIRATION is meant a special influence, 





rip : The series will ‘conclude 
“How Christ and the Bible are Alike.” 


in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 
Pet. 1:21); “All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 
3:16). In the first passage the men, and in the sec- 
ond the writings, are said to be inspired; and from 
our standpoint to-day it is obviously inadequate to 
say that the men and not the writings are inspired, 
for the inspiration of the men could not reach down 
to, us unless their writings were inspired. 

This connection of thoughts with words is as nat- 
ural as it is important. One writer says that “a reve- 
lation of God’s thoughts ever demands a revelation of 
God’s words also.” Another remarks that it is diffi- 
cult and dangerous to separate thought and word, 
spirit and embodiment, matter and manner. And 
Bishop Westcott, in his well-known essay on “In- 
spiration,” says that thoughts are wedded to words 
as necessarily as soul to body. On this account the 
words of the Bible may truly be called “the Word of 
God”; and in a number of passages (like Exod. 3: 
14; 2 Sam. 23:2; Jer. 7:1; Luke 1:70; and many 
more) it is distinctly stated that the words were 
given to the writers. Just as life extends to every 
part of the body, the physical as well as the mental 
and spiritual, so with the inspired writings it is im- 
possible to distinguish between spirit and form, sub- 
stance and mould. 

And yet, when we speak of inspiration extending 
to language, we have, of course, to be very careful in 
the use of the term “verbal inspiration” and to safe- 
guard it from all possible misconception. It cer- 
tainly does not mean mechanical dictation, as though 
the writers were merely passive. Nor is it incom- 
patible with what is often, and rightly, called the hu- 
man element in Scripture. There is no need and no 
warrant to speak of a writing as being Divinely dic- 
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faculty being suspended. 

All shat the ghinee “verbal inspiration” means is 
that inspiration extends to as well as substance; 
it tells just how far inspiration has e. It gives no 
explanation of the met of the Holy Spirit's work, 
but only states the result. -And thus inspiration is a 
combination of Divine power and human instrumen- 
tality. God made use of fhe natural characteristics 
of individual men, and by a special work of the 
Holy Spirit enabled them to communicate in writing 
his will for man. It does not mean that the facul- 
ties were suspended, but only that they were pos- 
sessed and used without any i irment. And so 
“verbal inspiration” does not define the correlation 
of the Divine Spirit and the human intelligence, 
which is obviously undefinable; it simply expresses 
the belief that inspiration extends to language. 

It is significant that in several passages both the 
Divine source and the human channel are stated and 
thereby distinguished; thus, “that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet” (Matt. 1:22; 2:15; Acts 1:16; 3:18; 
4:25), showing that God spake by the mouth of his 
servants. To employ the customary technical word, 
the true idea of inspiration is a concursus of the 
Divine and human. The inspiring work of the Holy 
Spirit was united with the intellectual activity of the 
human writers, working through it and leading it, the 
result thereby being that the language expressed with 
unfailing accuracy the thought which God intended to 
convey. As the Godhead of our Lord can be said 
to render miracles actual, so the inspiration of 
Seripture ensures such an accuracy as is needful for 
the preservation of truth. As Litton says in his 
“Introduction to Dogmatic Theology”: “The Holy 
Spirit made use of natural faculties, but effectually 
guarded the result from adulteration. Less than this 
would render the whole doctrine of inspiration nuga- 
tary.” It is therefore urged that -no theory of in- 
spiration can be satisfactory which allows the hu- 
man to exclude the Divine element at any point, or 
the Divine to supersede the human. 

It is, of course, most important to distinguish vari- 
ous uses of the word “inspiration.” Sometimes it re- 
fers to direct communication of truth from God: 
“For I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same 
night in which he was betrayed took bread” (1 Cor. 
11:23). This refers to many portions of Scripture; 
and, whatever may have been the method of commu- 
nication, the fact is undoubted: “For I delivered unto 
you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures” 
(1 Cor. 15:3; Gal. 1: 12; Jer. 20:9). 

Or inspiration may also refer to what Canon Liddon 
rightly called the “inspiration of selection”: “And 
many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this book: 
But these are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believ- 
ing ye might have life through his name” (John 20: 
31; see also Luke 1:1-4). Whether we think of 
the history of the Old Testament or of the New, we 
cannot but believe that the writers were guided both 
as to what to record and what to omit. The silences 
of Scripture are as impressive and significant as the 
statements; and nothing is included that is not in 
some way necessary. 

Then there is what may be termed the inspiration 
of accurate record, for the fact that sinful acts and 
words are recorded in the Bible does not imply that 
God justifies such words and deeds. A man may be 
inspired to record what is not in any sense Divine 
revelation; and the gift of inspiration in such a case 
is simply to enable the writers to record with accuracy. 

There is also the-inspiration of progressive revela- 
tion. Obviously, everything in the Bible, while 
of equal importance as a vital part of the Word 
of God, is not of equal importance to our duty- 
doing to-day.. Revelation is progressive, and, while 
perfect at each stage for that particular period, it is 
not necessarily applicable beyond that time, and its 
teaching for our present lives is to be judged from 
the standpoint of the New Testament. 

To sum up, we have to account for the fact that 
at least 2,600 times in the Old Testament we have 
the direct testimony that what is written is what God 
first spoke. Such expressions as “God said,’ the 
Lord spoke,” “the word of the Lord,” occur 689 times 
in the Pentateuch alone, and there are many, many 
more cases in the remaining books of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

In all this consideration of Scripture it will help 
us to notice the analogy of the Incarnate Word. “His 
name is called the Word of God” (Rev. 19:13). 
This reference to the Lord Jesus Christ is also the 
name of the Bible. It, too, is called the Word of God. 
There is a close and striking analogy between the 
Incarnate Word and the written Word, and a careful 
consideration of this analogy helps us to realize our 
proper attitude to the Bible, and more intelligently 
to understand what we mean when we speak of the 
Bible as the Word of God. Therefore this. rich as- 
pect of the authority and inspiration of the Bible will 
be discussed more fully in the concluding editorial of 
this series. 
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What Is an Answer to Prayer? 


. In Notes on Open Letters, in regard to praying for 


victory in war, you say, cannot answer both 
sides.” _ Of course you mean that he cannot say yes to 
both sides. But it is just as much of an answer when 
he says no as when he says yes. And if that view were 
more generally taken in regard to answered prayer, do 
you not think it would be better for all? 

The child might ask for a bottle of bright tablets, 
but the loving parent, knowing the poison they con- 
tain, answers “no” to its prayer, a better answer than 
if the parent had said “yes.”—A New York State Busi- 
ness Man. ~~ 


God’s “no” may bless us far more than the “yes” 
that we have desired. And so it is, as this reader 
suggests, that when for our good ’s answer to a 

rayer needs to be just the opposite from what we 
ice asked, we are to praise God for withholding. 

In such a case it is true that God has answered our 
prayer, though his answer is “no.” But that is not 
what the Bible means by answered prayer. Our Lord 
says, “All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye shall have them” 
(Mark 11:24). Over and over again we have the 
same plain teaching, that God wants us to pray in 
such a way that we shall have his “yes” in answer 
to our prayers. Thus when meeting the conditions of 
[affirmatively] answered prayer, “we know that we 
have the petitions which we have asked of him” (1 
John 5:14, 15). “If ye shall ask anything in my 
name, that will I do,” says our Lord again (John 
14:14). “Ask whatsoever ye will, and i¢ shall be 
done unto you” (John 15:7). 

Prayer has its indirect and negative blessings, of 
course; its use may teach us something about what 
God does not want us to have, and what he must re- 
gretfully decline to give us even though we have 
asked for it. But the big, rich part of prayer is to 


learn how to pray so that we shall get the things we - 


ask for. This we can learn. This God wants every 
child of his to learn. He wants to satisfy our de- 
sires, not disappoint them. And the International 
Uniform Lesson for July 21, “Praying to God,” fully 
unfolded in this issue of The Sunday School Times, 
shows us how we may learn the secret. 


x 
Should We Discriminate in Prayer ? 


A group of women meet each morning at nine to 
pray for the boys in the camps and the country, and 
things pertaining to this dreadful war. 

One lady, prayed this morning that God would bless 
“specially our boys,”—that is, our college boys who 
have gone out from here. After all had gone but three 
of us,—the inner circle,—I said, “I want to ask why 
you asked God to bless specially our boys any more 
than the other boys. You remind me of my husband, 
who prays at family worship that God will bless spe- 
cially our children, sometimes he says, ‘Let thy richest 
blessings come up our children.’ I say to him, ‘How 
can you ask that? I cannot.’ My children are no more 
in His sight than anybody’s else—I cannot pray that 
way. I ask that He bless them, certainly, but I cannot 
say, ‘Let thy richest blessings be upon my children.’ ” 

Am I right? Am I wrong? In praying for my precious 
suldier boy recently I had this experience: I was ask- 
ing that he be returned to me in safety, unhurt and 
all right—my boy; then came in a startling fashion the 
thought—“Your boy come home all right? What about 
all the others? Are they not as precious as yours? 
Have they not mothers who love as dearly as you?” 
And do you know I stopped in my petition; then I said, 
“Lord, as thou wilt; and if harm should come prepare 
him and me for what awaits us.” Am I right? Please 
help me.—A Mississippi Mother. 


Our Lord tells us to love all, even our enemies, 
with the perfect love that God himself has toward all 
(Matt. 5: 43-48). But at the same time God gives, as 
among his most precious gifts, the loves of family 
relationships, such as parents for children and chil- 
dren for parents, husband’s and wife’s love, and 
friends’ love. for each other, which. means.a recogni- 
tion of certain ties, with special feeling and devo- 
tion and responsibilities, in addition to that perfect 
love which we are to have toward all. Our loving 
everybody, made possible through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ working in us, is not to make us 
unhuman or abnormal in our relationships to those 
loved ones whom God has specially brought into our 
life. Our Lord Jesus himself undoubtedly, in his 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“Then Jesus said ... be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt” (Matt. 15 : 28) 





























endearment of 
relationship of love with his disciples, and his 
and such special friends 


humanity, felt the tie and 
umanity, 
as Mary and Martha and 


I ; his di . . ti int t in th i 
comes out over and over in. 
fore an American Christian certainly has 


right and the duty to ask God to bless “specially 
boys.” And a father or mother at family wonte = 
reste aon gases ew Rl duty to ask God’s ri 
blessings upon children of that home. Promis- 
cuous prayer for all mankind is not Scriptural, nor 
intelligent, nor possible. There are times when we 
are indeed -to pray for the millions; but -we are to 
pray also in specially di love, and with intelli- 
ence and love-directed discernment, for those whose 
ives have been put into our keeping as our peculiar 
stewardships from God; and at s times God uses 
our yearning heart-love to give depth and intensity 
to our prayers. The paradox of not loving others 


less while we love our own loved ones more is per- 


fectly clear here. Let us thank God for, and grate- 
fully and freely use, the privilege of a loving dis- 
crimination in prayer. 


Did You Pray for the Allies— 
and Are You Still Praying ? 


The Sunday School Times wants to hear from 
Christian people, both pastors and laymen, as to 
what they did in ane the special Day of Public 
Humiliation, Prayer, and Fasting set by the President 
of the United States for May 30, in their own 
churches, communities, or homes, either in groups or 
as individuals. 

We are only at the beginning of prayer in this 
world-war. Little has yet been done in the way of 
national humiliation, confession of sin, repentance, 
and getting right with God. Prevailing prayer must 
be in accord with the God-declared conditions of 
answered prayer; and it must be offered in the only 
way acceptable to God, in the name of his Son Jesus. 

The Sunday School Times seeks to do its share in 
letting Christian people everywhere, know what ‘other 
Christian people have done and are still doing in this 
vital method of victory over the forces of unright- 
eousness that are threatening to submerge the world. 

A Georgia reader writes an encouraging letter, 
telling of the War Prayer Hour which, she says, “has 
come to be an Athens institution resulting from the 
‘Win the War Number’ of The Sunday: School 
Times.” Clippings from an Athens, Ga., newspaper, 
The Barner, of May 14, inelude the following: 


War Prayer Hour 

This afternoon at 6 o’clock at the First Methodist Church 
the Christian people who will unite their prayers in behalf 
of our soldiers and their associates in arms will come to- 
gether for a short time of prayer. There will be no ad- 
dress, and the service will not last over half an hour. 

Will you come? Will you bring your friend who may not 
see this call? 


Then follow, in this newspaper, extracts from the 
“Win the War Number” of The Sunday School 
Times, as reprinted in the pamphlet “When Will the 
War End?” which contains an account of “How 
Lincoln Led the Nation to Its Knees,” an editorial 
from the Times on “Winning This War,” interviews 
with different national leaders, and still other ma- 
terial (this pamphlet may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, at 40 cents a dozen copies, 
$3 a hundred, or 4 cents each, postpaid). 

It is now hoped that similar “War Prayer Hour” 
services will be held continually throughout our land, 
until this national and_world crisis has been prayed 
through to the end that God longs for. A Christian 
woman in Mississippi has sent out a call “To the 
Christian Women of America,” including the follow- 
ing impressive suggestions: 

Some of the Christian women of Clinton, feeling the very 
great need of earnest prayer, have organized a prayer- 
meeting to be held at nine o’clock each morning, to pray 
for our country, our soldier boys, our President and other 
leaders in our country and the countries connected with 
us in the war, for revivals in all the camps and all over 
our country and all over the world. We also pray for our 
enemies. Day after day prayer is requested for other ob- 
jects. 

: This prayer-mecting has been going on for several weeks, 
and we have sweet spiritual meetings. God is answering 
our petitions. > 

Will you not get the Christian women of your town (all 
denominations) together each morning at nine o’clock, and 
pray for the objects mentioned and others for which prayer 
may be requested? 

God does answer prayer. Read the following Scripture: 
Mark 9 : 23; Mark 11 : 24; 1 Peter 2: 6; Matt. 17 : 20; Matt. 
21 : 22; Matt. 18: 19, 20. 

Could the Sunday-schools of the world make a 
more practical “application” of their study of the cur- 
rént International Uniform Lesson, of July 21, 
“Praying to God,” fully unfolded in this issue, than 
to plan for definite, systematic, continued group and 
church and community prayer for the discovering and 
doing of God’s will in this war? 

Again the Editor asks, for the sake of all who will 
be helped by your co-operation, please report to Fhe 
Sunday -School-Times what you have done-ar what 
you will do in prayer for the nation and its Aliies. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 21 (Luke 11 : 1-13; Psa. 145 : 18, 19) 
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When the great Sunday-school hosts of North America 
met in Quadrennial Convention at Buffalo, June 19-25 
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What Happened at the Latest “International” 


By Howard A. Banks, 1/22? 24“ 2... 








“ UT in the great Northwest I saw a trans- 
continental train. Every car belonged to a 
different railroad. Isn’t it a wonder the 

Pennsylvania was willing to let one of its cars travel 

with a Union Bacific, or a Lackawanna, or an~L. 

and N., or a New York Central car? The railroads 
are not as afraid of community team work as some 

Christians are.” ; 

W. C. Pearce, of Chicago, Field Superintendent of 


pe. International pce A School Association and 
r 


n of the International Training School, was speak- 
ing to two thousand delegates and a thousand Buffalo 
ople attending the Fifteenth International Sunday 
School Convention in Buffale, N. Y., which was in 
session from June I9 to 25. ; 

Mr. Pearce is the Lieutenant-General of Marion 
Lawrance, General Secretary of the International 
Sunday School Association and Commander-in-Chief 
of the vast Sunday-school army. Lawrance and 
Pearce once appeared together in the high, bunting- 
decorated pulpit of the Convention Hall. Mr. Law- 
rance’s gray suit, with a rose in his coat lapel, 
matched his iron-gray hair. He is the ideal general- 
issimo, even to his bell-metal voice, which pealed out 
to the farthest corners of the big Elmwood Music 
Hall. Lawrance and Pearce were the two uptower- 
ing figures of the Convention, one or the other nearly 
always within eyeshot,-the inner light of the. Spirit 
shining in their faces. They are models for that 
needed leadership of which so much was heard at 
this convention. : 

Completing his illustration,—and Mr. Pearce’s illus- 
trations are like Lincoln’s, home-spun on the spinning- 
wheel of his own experience,—the sp ewent on 
to say that the cars on this transcontinental freight 
had the capacity marked on each.. He wished that 
the units in the Sunday-school train could be simi- 
larly marked. 

Then again, he said, every car had at both ends a 
coupling. “What’s a coupling for? To couple up, 
and sometimes to uncouple. Some organized adult 
Bible classes do not couple up with their own Sun- 
day-schools, not to speak of their community Sunday- 
schools. President Wilson said to General Foch: 
‘Take our American troops and use them in any way 
you wish.’ The Allies are really coupled up.” 

“Community” was the key-word of the Buffalo Con- 
vention, and Mr. Pearce got to the heart of that 
ideal in this illustration. The remarkably complete 
Official Program of the -Convention—a book of 93 
pages !—wonderfully arranged for quick and easy 
reference—gave the key-words for the various con- 
ventions since 1832. For that year, at New York, it 
was “Beginnings” ; for 1872, at Indianapolis, “Uniform 
Lessons”; 1875, at Baltimore, “International”; 1881, 
at Toronto, “Leadership”; 1884, at Louisville, “Child- 
hood”; 1890, at Pittsburgh, “Temperance”; 1893, at 
St. Louis, “Field Workers”; 1899, at Atlanta, “Ad- 
ministration” (when Marion Lawrance was elected 
General Secretary); 1902, at Denver, “Elementary” ; 
1905, at Toronto, “Adult”; 1908, at Louisville, 
“Graded Lessons”; 1911, at San Francisco, “Sec- 


- ondary” ; 1914, at Chicago, “Co-operation.” 


Training the Parents 

In its far-reaching plans for Community work the 
Buffalo Convention, it was predicted by the leaders, 
would be epoch-making. Marion Lawrance in an in- 
terview with a Sunday School Times representative, 
said Buffalo would stand out in Sunday-school his- 
tory like Indianapolis, which in 1872 blessed the 
Christian world with the Uniform Lesson. 

The Convention was in itself unusual in its arrange- 
ment. It was essentially an “Associational Conven- 
tion.” That was the expression Lawrance and Pearce 
used in describing ‘it. Instead of devoting most of 
the time to addresses by noted speakers, and giving a 
skimpy half-hour to great association, departmental, 
and division leaders, these leaders had an: hour in 
the morning or evening sessions, and the afternoon 
sessions were devoted to sectional conferences. 
There were as many twelve of these, simultaneously, 
in a single afternoon. 

The conferences on Business and on Parent- 
Training were the first of such held in the history 
of the Association. The business of the Association 
has been perfected through the alertness of Robert 
Cashman, Business Superintendent, until from being 
$18,000 in a hole several years ago, it is now out of 
debt and has $8,000 in bank. 

Never was such stress laid upon parent-training. 
The sectional cofiference on this subject burst. the 
boundaries of a narrow room and overflowed into a 
big Sunday-schoo!l room in the church where it was 
held. It was predicted that this fundamental phase 
of Sunday-school work would have a development 





equal to that of teacher-training. The ideal held up 


-was that of Pictou County, in Nova Scotia, which in 


fifty years has sent out three-hundred ministers and 
missionaries. There is hardly a home in that county 
which has not ereeted a family altar. — 

But the outstanding feature of the Convention was 
the remarkable educational program launched by 
Professor Walter S. Athearn, Professor of Religious 
Education in Boston University, and Chairman of the 
Committee on Education of the International Sunday 
School Association. Professor Athearn was strongly 
supported in his plea for Scientific community edu- 
cation by Professor M. A. Honline, of the Depart- 
ment of Religious Education of Bonebrake Theolog- 
ical Seminary, of Dayton, Ohio, and Educational Sec- 
retary of the International Sunday School Association. 

This proposed educational system for the Com- 
munity, co-operating with the public schools, based 
on psychelogical, scientific child study and teacher- 
training, and which Professor Athearn confessed 
would require a budget of millions and even of 
billions of dollars properly to finance, was discussed 
by many of the leaders of religious education in 
North America, ~Some of them, probably the ma- 
jority, commended the plan in the main. Others 
criticized. All admitted that it would have to go 
through a process of adjustment before it was per- 
fected. and that this would take many years. 

Not a few conservatives feared that the super- 
natural note had not been sufficiently sounded in 
outlining the educational plans, while Professor 
Athearn, Mr. Lawrance, and other leaders declared 
that they gave pre-eminence to the need of the Holy 
Spirit as fhe great interpreter of the Word of God, 
but had not stressed that phase in announcing the 
mechanism of the system. 


An Educational Program and President 


Among the many distinguished educator. taking 
art in the discussions were Dr. George Herbert 

etts, of Cornell College, Iowa; Professor Henry S. 
Jacoby, of Cornell University; Dr. Henry F. Cope, 
General Secretary of the Religious Education Asso- 
ciation; Dr. Herbert L. Willett, Dean of the Divinity 
School of the University of Chicago; Miss Georgia 
Chamberlin, of the same University; Professor F. C. 
Eiselen, of Northwestern University; and Dr. Rich- 
ard C. Hughes, of the Presbyterian Board of Educa- 
tion. 

One speaker predicted that the Uniform Lessons 
would eventually disappear under this new €duca- 
tional régime, but that this result would not be real- 
ized. until. something equally simple had emerged. 
Others inclined to the belief that even Professor 
Athearn’s scheme would never do away with the 
Uniform Lesson. Professor Betts, in his iconoclastic 
paper, proposed to throw overboard eventually both 
the Uniform and Graded Lessons as unsatisfactory, 
and offered-in lieu of both a psychological course, 
“based on the needs of the child.” 

Unusual interest was manifested by the delegates 
in the educational plans. The sectional conference 
at which Professor Athearn was to explain it was 
scheduled to be held in a basement room of Holy 
Trinity Church. That room was soon packed like a 
can of sardines, and overflowed to the main audi- 
torium. Even then the church was filled and a fringe 
of delegates stood against the wall in the rear. 
There were doubtless twelve hundred persons at that 
conference. 

The educational climax of the Convention was 
reached when President W. O. Thompson, of Ohio 





An Army_Y.M.C.A. Worker’s Estimate 


The Convention emphasized clearly two general ideas. 

One was that the work of the International Association . 
is a community one, whereas the task of the local school 
is a denominational one. 

The second idea was an educational one. Leading 
educators are beginning to see the educational value of the 
Sunday-school, and at Buffalo many of them presented 
the results of their careful study me | investigation of the 
problem of religious education. 

We welcome this so long as it is shot through with the 
Holy Spirit, and does not make the fundamental mistake 
made by German efficiency, of exalting educational pro- 
cesses, the works of man, the superman, to the exclusion, 
the eclipse, of the supernatural man, Christ Jesus, in whom 
only is salvation.—E. O. Sellers, Religious Work Di- 
rector of the Y.M.C.A. at Camp Grant, Rock ford, Ill., 
formerly of the faculty of the Moody Bible Institute. 














State University, a successful business educator, was 
elected President of the International Association to 
succeed the well-beloved present incumbent, Edward 
K. Warren, of Three Oaks, Mich., who insisted upon 
retiring. Dr. Thompson accepted the presidency in 
an enthusiastic letter, given on the next page. 

The germ of Professor Athearn’s plan is contained 
in this utterance: 

“We cannot maintain a Christian democracy un- 
less we maintain a system of efficient Christian 
schools. The price of our religious liberty is the 
sum required for the building of a system of church 
schools, which will parallel our system of public 
schools and be. equally efficient. We do not have in 
this country a system of public education; we have 
only a system of public schools, but this system of 
schools does not work with the whole child. It is 
but half an educational arch. We must complete the 
arch by building 4 system of church schools, closely 
co-ordinated with the public schools. These two 


systems of schools,—one supported by the State, with © 


secular leadership,—the other supported by the 
church, with religious leadership, will form the onl 

system of education that a country can have, in whic 

the Church and State are apart. The building of 
this system of church schools is the task now press- 
ing for completion.” 

A program to make these effective was presented 
and approved, and will form the basis of a great 
effort of the International Association. 

As the 2,014 registered delegates—a wonderful at- 
tendance for war-times—looked before them in the 
Convention Hall (Elmwood Music Hall), the first 
thing they saw was the Convention motto, “Tuy 
Kincpom Come.” It was printed in massive red let- 
ters on a great piece of canvas that depended from 
the iron rafters and hung before a huge pipe organ 
back of the stage. Printed in red, the words sug- 
gested the blood of the Cross. At either side was a 
stand of Allied flags. 

As the assemblage on the platform looked forward 
it beheld “the salt of the earth’—the carefully se- 
tected representatives of the 20,000,000 Sunday-school 
workers and children of North America. They sat 
in the midst of an impressive array of red, white, and 
blue—flags and festoons everywhere—to right and to 
left and to rear and above. Over their heads was a 
gigantic American flag. The Convention speakers 
climbed high steps to an uplifted pulpit, boxed in at 
the front of the stage. Behind this pulpit was a 
choir of 400 voices, led by E. O. Excell; the women, 
in white, massed: well forward and the men forming 
a black background. -Mr. Excell’s leadership of the 
singing had all its old-time charm and power. The 
choir had been trained by George E. Gowing, and 
was one of the many effective efforts of the Buffalo 
Committee of One Hundred, headed by Leroy S. 
Churchill, to make the great Convention a success. 


The “Elder Statesmen” and their Raw Material 


In front of the choir there was usually a long 
bench packed with Convention leaders—a front row 
trench in the Kingdom Army, full of major-generals. 
There they sat,—President E. K. Warren, his kindly 
face beaming, while he hurled his terse, interrupting, 
epigrammatic comments over the audience now and 
then. They shot out like hand grenades, but they 
were loaded with hallelujahs. Next Marion Law- 
rance and Executive Committee Chairman Fred A. 
Wells; and then H. J. Heinz, veteran leader in Sun- 
day-school and business fields. 

Mr. Pearce came between the white-haired and 
much-loved Justice Maclaren and the vigorous 
worker William Hamilton. 

In the same row one evening sat two Boy Scouts, 
Nos. 31 and 100, a brunette and blonde. No 31 had 
an Irish face and a keen sense of the ridiculous. He 
doubled up with effervescent laughter over the hu- 
morous illustrations. He did not “muff” a point. The 
other Scout was more serious. He smiled more at his 
companion’s enjoyment than at the joke. 

The Convention thoroughly enjoyed these lads and 
their comrades who relieved them from day to day; 
and sometimes, in their khaki, as the war came daily 
to the front in the addresses, they seemed to stand 
as miniature representatives of the army of 1,000,000 
or more Americans from Canada and the United 
States in the European trenches, and recruited largely 
from American Sunday-schools. Who can tell but 
they may some day render service like that of Dr. 
Joseph Clark, of Albany, N. Y., General Secretary of 
the New York State Sunday School Association, who 
was introduced as having served in his boyhood as a 
page for Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, former Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, at one of the big Interna- 
tional Sunday School Conventions. This led the 
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Convention to take a look at what William Hamilton 
called “the Westminster Abbey of Internationa] Sun- 
day School Association leaders” in the form of oil 

rtraits of Dr. Trumbull, Bishop John H. Vincent, 
William Reynolds, W. N. Hartshorn, and Dr. John 
Potts. These portraits hung along one side of the 
big hall, draped with the national colors. To this 
notable Sunday-school hall of .fame were added, 
through the munificence of Mr. Heinz, who gave 
them all, two more, one of the late President H. M. 
Hamill, who died during the past Quadrennium, and 
another of the retiring President, E. K. Warren. 
Handsomely framed, the new portraits were displayed 
upon the Mh pene throughdut the sessions. 

Every State in the Union was represented except 
Texas, Wyoming, and New Mexico; and every Prov- 
ince in Canada, including Newfoundland; also Cuba, 
Alaska, and the South American continent; while 
China, Japan, Korea, India, and the Philippines sent 
distinguished visitors. 

Dr. E. Morris Fergusson, of Baltimore, was sec- 
retary of the Convention. New York sent the largest 
delegation, 901, while Pennsylvania was second with 
285. Four States went “over the top” by sending 
more than their quota: Maine, New Hampshire, Col- 
orado, and North Dakota. Fifty-six of the sixty-one 
State and Provincial Sunday School Associations 
were represented. ; 

President Wilson and the Duke of Devonshire, 
Governor-General of Canada, replied to telegrams 
pledging the fullest support to them “in their effort 
to make the world safe tor democracy.” 





Kansas City, Mo., was chosen as the place for 
the next International Sunday School Conven. 
tion, in 1922, winning this honor from its com- 
petitors, Indianapolis, Ind., and Providence, R. I. 











Great inspirational addresses were delivered, in- 
cluding the sermon on the Convention motto. by 
Dr. George Caleb Moor, pastor of the Brooklyn 
Baptist Tabernacle; George ee Philadelphia ; 
Miss Margaret Slattery, Dr. Edgar ‘Blake, Robert E. 
Speer, and many others. The Convention emphasized 
missions, and two great audiences listened to thrilling 
missionary addresses. These will be reported in an 
early Missionary Watch Tower page of The Sunday 
School Times, and later reports in the Times will 
describe additional facts and features of the Con- 
vention. 

The report of the Lesson Committee was presented 
by Justice J. J. Maclaren, of Canada. The develof- 
ment of both the Uniform and Graded Lessons was 
outlined. No radical changes are contemplated. 

The report of Treasurer E. O. Excell, summarized 
in the able report of General Secretary Lawrance, 


showed that for the first time in many years the © 


Association is “financially over the top.” The annual 
budget for the quadrennium just past was about 
$75,000, though the average amount of money passing 
through the treasury was $85,000. The International 
Committee has a budget of $150,000 a year for the 
next four years, and half of this was quickly pledged 
at the Convention. This is a big sum as compared 
with the total amounts of money received during 
past trienniums—1875, Baltimore, $826.55; 1884, 
Louisville, $10,503.64; 1893, St. Louis, $19,454.27 ; 1905, 
Toronto, $56,281.45; 1914 (quadrennium), Chicago, 
$165,591.13. + 

General Secretary Lawrance presented a vision of 
a Sunday-school headquarters building in Chicago, 
building upon the foundation laid by Mr. W. N 
Hartshorn, of Boston, at the Toronto Convention of 
1905, to create a sentiment that will some day crystal- 
lize into a building that will stand for the highest 
Sunday-school ideals and be worthy of the cause it 
represents. The “vision” is of a sixteen-story build- 
ing. Professor Athearn’s immediate vision is for 
$10,000,000 to finance his educational plan. 

The Convention through its Committee on Reso- 
lutions. adopted “The Sunday School Service Creed,” 
declaring among other things as follows: 


For the social solidarity of the race. 

For the recognition of the priesthood and kinship 
of every child of God. 

For Christian character, or vital piety, as the 
proper credential of the life that is “hid with 
Christ in God.” 

For self-renouncing love as fundamental in the 
Christian social order. 

For the Christianization of all the-relations of 
men. 

For the banishment of autocracy from every de- 
partment of life. 

For the progressive realization of democracy not 
only in state, but also in the home, in industry, in 
education, in social life, in the church, and in all 
the institutions that touch the interests of our 
brother-men. 

For such a redefinition of discipleship as shall 
emphasize deeds and not creeds as constituting the 
heart-message of Jesus to our day. 

For the sharing of our good with all men, not 
withholding till they seek it at our hands, but 
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freely giving, because we know their needs and we 
are brothers; 

For that exaltation of the little child which the 
Master’s tender solicitude teaches, with all that such 
exaltation implies both fer it and for adults. 

For the peace of the world, as the normal state 
of man, even though we must employ force to se- 
cure it—a peace exalting the men and the nations 
that pursue it, and that shall endure, because based 
on love for fellow-men and not on any consider- 
ation of selfish advantage. 

For the answering of our Master’s prayer for 
his followers—“That They All May Be One,” that 
the world may believe in His Sonship and so be re- 
deemed through faith incarnated in men and reg- 
nant in the institutions that minister to their life. 


- 


The statistics showed that the International Asso- 
ciation represents 197,203 Sunday-schools.in the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, the West In- 
dies, the Hawaiian Islands, and Central America. 
This represented also again of 21,518 Sunday-schools 
since the International Convention in Chicago in 1914. 

There are 1,886,821 officers and teachers, and 
17,230,227 pupils, making a total Sunday-school en- 
rolment for the International field of 20,649,797. 

The gain in enrolment for the past four years has 
been 2,208,761, or more than half a million a year. 

Of the 3,380 counties, 2,676 are organized. Nearly 
63,000 Conventions have been held in the International 
Field, or in excess of 15,000 a year—averaging 43 
conventions every day in the year for the past four 
years. 

The Cradle Rolls have increased from 44,268 to 
57,155, a gain of 1,579, and the “babies” total 1,360,- 
377, a gain of 325,490. 

There are 73,366 organized secondary classes and 
67,641 adult classes, while the Home Department has 

3,710 departments and 909,251 members who “go to 
unday-school at home:” 

Community schools are becoming popular, and 
there are now 174 in successful operation. 

For the quadrennium a population of 10,096,723 
has been visited by the Home Visitation Department, 
making a total of 47,800,000 during the ten years of 
this important work. 

Temperance lessons have been emphasized to such 
an extent that 4,102,179 temperance pledges have been 
signed. 

More than 67,000 Sunday-schools have observed 
Decision Day, and there is a record of 1,582,575 addi- 
tions to the church from the Sunday-school during 
the past four years,.an average of 7,600 for every 
Sunday during the Quadrennium. 

President W. O. Thompson, of Ohio State Uni- 
versity, accepted the presidency of the International 
Association for the present Quadrennium in the fol- 
lowing letter, dated at Columbus, Ohio, June 22: 


My Dear Mr. LAwrance:—Will you please have 
the kindness to convey to the Convention now in 
session at Buffalo my deep appreciation of the honor 
it has conferred upon me in electing me President, 
and to express the hope that the service I may under- 
take shall be directed by the Holy Spirit to the glory 
and praise of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

May I also express the hope that the Convention 
shall authorize a forward-looking program for the 
Sunday-schools of the world. These are epoch- 
making times in which the whole world is stirred 
from center to circumference. We should make it the 
greatest period. for the Kingdom ever recorded. 

Men of all nations and of all faiths are freely 
mingling and co-operating on the world’s greatest 
battlefield. When the victory shall have been won, 
the work of instructing the world in righteousness 
and of winning their lifelong allegiance to the Master 
will be greatly needed. The door of opportunity will 
be opened as never before. The children and youth 
now in the Sunday-schools will be among the chief 
factors in reconstructing the world. To ‘these we 
must now bring the Gospel in all its fulness as their 
preparation for service in the Kingdom. 

Let us then carry forward the work with new en- 
thusiasm and devotion. The evangelical, educational, 
and character-building work of the Sunday-schooi 
teacher was never more vitally related to the progress 
of the Kingdom of our Lord and Master. My prayer 
is that this great Convention may be anointed for 
the service to which the Master may lead us. 

Yours in the fellowship of the Gospel, 
W. O. THompson. 


The Convention closed in Broadway Auditorium 
with a great patriotic rally in which Dr. Talcott 
Williams made a thrilling appeal before 8,000 people 





Lesson Committee Members 
Elected by the International Association 
Justice J. J. Maclaren, Toronto, Ontario. 
Prof. F. C. Eiselen, Evanston, Illinois. 
Prof. Amos R. Wells, Auburndale, Massachusetts. 
Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, New York City. 
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for Armenian relief; and the Rev. Captain je 
MacNeill, of Toronto, and Governor Charles S. it- 
man, of New York, delivered powerful patriotic ad- 


dresses. ; 

‘On the last day of this great Convention that was 
urging massive organizational and educational plans 
as the solution of the problems before us, came an 
address by Robert E. Speer. He had not been pres- 
ent during most of the Convention; he did not know 
of its specific actions and planning,—and this made 
the significance of his message the more remarkable. 

“The Personal Elements in Christian Work” was 
Dr. Speer’s theme: Christ did not base the call on 
the usual modern motives,—legislation, money, or or- 
ganization,—he said. Jesus could have been born in 
the palace of Cesar; but he went into the wilderness 
to escape being made a — 2 Jesus never carried 
money, and most of his referentes to it are half 


contemptuous. He did not lift his finger to perpetu- ~ 


ate his movement by organization. 

Jesus passed all these methods (though I do not 
say that it is wrong to capture them for the King- 
dom), and showed another way. He simply walked 
to and fro, telling men of the Kingdom, blessing lit- 
tle children, and calling his sheep. At last he laid 
down his life between two thieves. The end? No, 
only the beginning. From Calvary poured forth great 
Streams of salvation that have been remaking the 
world. He called weak men with nothing in their 
hands -but truth, nothing in their hearts but love, and 
nothing to give except their lives. It was a great 
challenge, and they accepted it, although he assured 
them that they would have poverty and persecution, 


but would win men. 





“God pays the biggest wages, in and out of 
the Sunday-school.”—H, J. Heins. 











People say this program is nebulous and intangible. 
“There is no money in the ministry.” There was 
none in it at the beginning. Some say that it is too 
costly an ideal, but it is the ideal that Jesus set. 
Motherh is:the most painful thing in the world, 
and the ing of a child by its mother is the most 
extravagant form of service. A godiy mother gave 
Martin Luther to the world. ; 

There is no work in the world to compare in power 
with .that which men and women are. doing in obscure 
places, life upon life, after the method of Christ. And 
the. satisfactions that come in the pathway taken by 
Jesus, are far.above anything and everything that ‘this 
world can offer. 

Joel Stratton met a reeling drunkard one night, 
and said to him, “Man, Jesus Christ has a better life 
for you than this.” The life of Stratton overflowed 
into that of John B. Gough. 

Coleridge Patteson ended his heroic life in mar- 
tyrdom in the South Seas because John Selwyn had 
once laid his hand upon a boy’s yellow head and said 
to Lady Patteson, “Will you give me Coley?” 

There is no other method that Christ has set for 
us. Here in the quiet of this hour we should hear 
him say .to us, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” ea # 


Nuggets from the Convention Gold-Mine 





“We must not become so interested in the organized 
part of the Sunday-school as to forget the Kingdom 
of God.”—Professor Howard G. Colwell, Assistant 
Principal of the St. Louis Central High School, 


“I couldn’t get power from Confucianism, but 
Christ gave me a new life. Buddha left us supersti- 
tion and Confucius impotent ethics, but God has never 
failed me. China needs Christianity.”"—Mr. Poling 
Chang, of China. 


“The Sunday-school has just been rediscovered. 
The Sunday-school, properly understood and organ- 
ized and conducted, would fill every church, pay 
every bill, and evangelize every mission land.”—Gen- 
eral Secretary Marion Lawrance. 


“We are not reaching men and women with our 
inflexible 9.30 Sunday morning service. We must 
take the Sunday-school message to the toiling night 
workers. The Sunday-school needs to establish a 
spiritual cafeteria.”—Field Superintendent W. C. 
Pearce. 


“Archeology has discovered the mummies of the 
Pharaohs. But there is one missing. If I were an 
archeologist I would dredge for Pharaoh’s chariot 
wheels in the bottom of the Red Sea.”—Retiring 
President of the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation E. K. Warren. 


“Trotzky had opportunity in a Brooklyn mission 
to get the vision of the Lord Christ, but did not, 
Look at Russia now! A friendless Japanese boy 
was taken by a Christian woman into her godly 
home. He became private secretdry to the Emperor 


of Japan, and wrote the clause granting religious 
freedom into the new constitution.”"—Professor H 
C. Lyman, Superintendent of Work Among; the 
Negroes. 
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done so much for me. I cannot_even consider the 
attainments and sacrifices of the Korean Chris- 
tians without feeling ashamed of the little I have ever 
done for the Master. Ihave often seen Chinese 
Christian audiences break down and weep when I 
told them the story. If you realize that you have 
been “bought with a price” you will surely be 
ashamed and humbled, too, if you give this tale of 
Gospel triumph in Korea a fair hearing. 
It was in the year of the great revival, 1907, that I 
visited eight of the chief mission centers of Korea. 
On returning to China I told the facts to the Chinese 
Christians at Mukden, and they seemed deeply moved. 
I went to Pei Tai Ho, and told the missionaries there 
how the Lord had blessed Korea; and I heard some 
° in tears vow that they would pray until a like bless- 
ing came to China. Afterwards I was invited to go to 
Chi Kung Shan, another health resort, to tell about 
Korea. I told the story on a Sunday evening. As I 
finished it occurred to me that I had been too Igng, 
and immediately I closed with the benediction. But 
no one moved. The stillness of death reigned. This 
lasted six or seven minutes, and then suppressed 
weeping broke out over the audience. Sins were 
confessed; forgiveness was asked for bad temper and 
quarrels, and the like. It was late when the meeting 
broke up, but all felt that the Holy Spirit had been 
among us, refining as by fire. Then we had four 
days of conference and prayer. It was the most 
wonderful time I have ever seen among missionaries. 
| ‘ We resolved that we would pray every afternoon at 
four o'clock until the church of China was revived. 
| That autumn we began to see the power of God mani- 
fested among the people, but increased in mighty 
measure after the beginning of 1908 in Manchuria 
and elsewhere. 


What Emboldened Koreans to Ask for More 


The beginnings of revival were first seen in Korea 
: in 1903. Dr. Hardie, of Gensan,.on the east coast, 
. had been asked to prepare some addresses on prayer 
i for a little conference the missionaries proposed 
to hold. As he was preparing his subjects, from 
John fourteen and elsewhere, the Holy Spirit taught 
him many things. When he delivered his talks on 
prayer all the missionaries were moved. Afterward 
the Korean Christians met in conference and were 
very manifestly moved. Then Dr. Hardie visited ten 
mission centers throughout Korea and gave his 
prayer talks; and during 1904 ten thousand Koreans 
turned to The revival thus begun continued in 
power and spiritual result until 1906. 

In June, 1907, Mr. Swallen, of Ping Yang, told me 
how they came to see greater things in Korea. Said 
he, “I personally didn’t expect to see greater bigss- 
ings in Korea than we had seen up to the middle of 
1906. When we compared our results in Korea with 
those in China, Japan, and elsewhere, we saw that our 
ingatherings far exceeded anything in thase lands, 
and we came to the conclusion that probably God did 
not intend to grant us greater blessings than we had 
already seen. But we got our eyes opened at Seoul, 
in September, 1906, when Dr. Howard Agnew John- 
ston, of New York, told us of the revival in the 
Kassia Hills, India, in 1905-6, where they had bap- 
tized 8,200 converts during the two years. 

“We missionaries returned home to Ping Yang 
humbled. There were over twenty of us in the Meth- 
odist and Presbyterian missions at Ping Yang. We 
reasoned that since our God was not a respecter of 
persons, he did not wish to give greater blessing in 
the Kassia Hills than in Ping Yang, so we decided to 
pray at the noon hour until greater blessing came. 

“After we had prayed about a month, a brother 
proposed that we stop the prayer-meeting, saying, 
“We have prayed about a month, and nothing unusual 
has come of it. We are spending a lot of time. I 
don’t think we are jusfified. Let us go on with our 
work as usual, and each pray at home as we find it 
convenient.’ The proposal seemed plausible. How- 
ever, the majority decided to continue the prayer- 
meeting, believing that the Lord would not. deny 
Ping Yang what he had granted to Kassia.” 

They decided to give more time to prayer instead 
of less. With that view they changed the hour from 
twelve to four o’clock; then they were free to pray 
until supper time if they wished. There was little else 
than prayer. If any one had an encouraging item to 
relate, it was given as they continued in prayer. 
They prayed about four months, and they said the 
result was that all forgot about being Metho- 
dists and Presbyterians; they only realized that they 
were all one.in the Lord Jesus Christ. That was true 
church union; it was brought about on the knees; it 
would. last; it would glorify the Most High. 


Rey of the revival in Korea because it has 
























































































Spirit’s Fire Swept Korea 


By Jonathan Goforth, D.D. 





The story of the amazing revival of Korea has 
been told. many times; and it always grips with 
a fresh power and amazement. Here are the 
thrilling facts as Dr. Goforth of China gave 
them in a memorable address last summer at the 
Victorious Life Conference at Princeton, N. J. 
The narrative will be concluded in a later issue 
of the Times. 








About that time Mr. Swallen, along with Mr. Blair, 
visited one of the country out-stations. While con- 
ducting the service in- the usual way many com- 
menced weeping and confessing their sins. Mr. Swal- 
len said he had never met with anything so strange, 
and he announced a hymn, hoping to check the wave 
of, emotion which was sweeping over the audience. 
He tried several times but in vain, and in awe he 
realized that Another was managing that meeting; 
and he got as far out of sight as possible. Next 
morning he and Mr. Blair returned to the city re- 
joicing, and told how God had come to the out-sta- 
tion. All praised God and believed-that the time to 
favor Ping Yang was close at hand. 

It had now come to the first week of January, 1907. 
They all expected that God would signally bless them 
during the week of universal prayer. But they came 
to the last day, the eighth day, and yet no special 
manifestation of the power of God. That Sabbath 
evening about fifteen hiindred people were assembled 
in the Central Presbyterian Church. The heavens 
over them seemed as brass. Was it possible that 
God was going to deny them the prayed-for outpour- 
ing? Then all were startled as Elder Keel, the lead- 
ing man in the church, stood up and said, “I am an 
Achan. God can’t bless because of me. About a 
year ago a friend of mine, when dying, called me to 
his home and said, ‘Elder, I am about to pass away; 
I want you to manage my affairs; my wife is unable.’ 
I said, ‘Rest your heart; I will do it.’ I did manage 
that widow’s estate, but I managed to put one hun- 
dred dollars of her money into my own pocket. I 
have hindered God. I am going to give that one 
hundred dollars back to that widow to-morrow 
morning.” 

Instantly it was realized that the barriers had fallen, 
and that God the Holy One had come. Conviction 
of sin swept: the audience. The service commenced 
at seven o'clock Sunday evening, and did not end 
until two o’clock Monday morning, yet during all 
that time dozens were standing weeping, awaiting 
their turn to confess. Day-after day the people 
assembled: now, and always it was manifest that the 
Refiner was in His temple. Let man say what he will, 
these confessions Were controlled by a power not 
human. Either the Devil or the Holy Spirit caused 
them. No divinely enlightened mind can for one 
instant believe that the Devil caused that chief man 
in the church to confess such a sin. It hindered the 
Almighty God while it remained covered, and it glo- 
rified Him as soon as it was uncovered; and so with 
rare exceptions did all the confessions in Korea that 
year. 

Was This Revival “Practical’’? 

Let me give a few samples. 

A doctor had boasted that he had one of the most 
honest cooks in Korea (in the East cooks do all the 
marketing) ; but when that cook got convicted he said, 
“I have been cheating the doctor all the time; my 
house and lot have been secured by cheating the 
doctor.” The cook sold his home and paid all back 
to the doctor. 

A teacher had been entrusted to buy some land 
for the mission. He secured it, and said the price 
was $500. The missionary paid the bill, though ob- 
jecting to so big a price. In the revival that teacher 
confessed he had secured the land for $80. He now 
sold out all he had and paid back the $420 out of 
which he had cheated the mission. 

Mr. Mackenzie, the war correspondent, had a boy 
who cheated him out of less than four dollars. That 
boy, when convicted, walked eighty miles and had a 
missionary send that money to Mr. Mackenzie. Is 
it any wonder that-Mr. Mackenzie became_a strong 
believer in the kind of Christianity they have in 
Korea? 

A man who had a wife and one son in We Ju left 
them and became rich in another city. There he 
married another woman, and by her had two daugh- 
ters. When his soul was revived he arranged for 
the support of this woman and her daughters, and 
went back to We Ju and was reconciled to his lawful 
wife. If the Korean kind of revival -ever reaches 





some Christian lands, where divorce prevails, there 
will be some startling social upheavals. 

A deacon, who was looked upon as almost perfect, 
seemed to get very uneasy as the revival progressed, 
and he confessed to the stealing of some charity 
funds. All were astonished, but expected him to get 
peace; however, he descended into deeper distress 
and then confessed to a breach of the seventh com- 
mandment. 

A woman, who for days seemed to pass through the 
agonies of hell, confessed one evening in a public 
meeting to the sin of adultery. The missionary in 
charge of the meeting was greatly alarmed, for he 
knew that her husband was present, and knew that if 
that husband killed her he would be in accord with 
Korean law. That husband, in tears, went over and 
knelt beside his sinning wife and forgave her. How 
the Lord Jesus was glorified as he said to that Korean 
woman, “Sin no more”! 

Such extraordinary happenings could not but move 
the multitude, and the churches became crowded. 
Many came to mock, but in fear began to pray. The 
leader of a robber band, who came out of idle curi- 
osity, was convicted and converted, and went straight 
to the magistrate and gave himself up. The aston- 
ished official said, “You have no accuser; you accuse 
yourself; we have no law in Korea to meet your 
case”; and so dismissed him. 

A Japanese officer at the time of the revival was 
quartered in Ping Yang. He had imbibed the agnos- 
tic ideas of the West, therefore to him spiritual things 
were beneath contempt. Still, the strange transforma- 
tions which were taking place, not only among great 
numbers of Koreans, but even among some Japanese, 
who could not possibly understand the language, so 
puzzled him that he attended the meetings to investi- 
gate. The final result was that all his unbelief was 
Fone away, and he became a follower cf the Lord 

esus. 


When God Works Swiftly 


As Mr. Swallen said, “It paid well to have spent 
the several months in prayer, for when God the Holy 
Spirit came he accomplished more in half a day than 
all of us missionaries could have accomplished in half 
a year. In less than two months more than two 
thousand heathen were converted.” It is always so as 
soon as God gets first place; but as a rule the church, 
which professes to be Christ’s, will not cease her busy 
round of activities and give God a chance by waiting 
upon him in prayer. 

The revival, which began in 1903 and had gone on 
increasing, now flowed on in increasing volume, from 
the Ping Yang center, all over Korea. By the middle 
of 1907 there were 30,000 converts connected with 
the Ping Yang center. In the city there were four or 
five churches. The Central Presbyterian Church 
could hold 2,000 if the people sat close. Korean 
churches have no seats. The people sit on mats 
spread’on the floor. They said in the Central church 
that if you packed 2,000 in they would be so close 
that if any one had to starid up a bit to ease his 
cramped legs he never could sit down again, for the 
space would just fill in. But the utmost packing 
could not meet the need of Central Church, for its 
membership was 3,000. The way they did was for the 
women to come first and fill the church, and when 
their service was ended, the men came and took their 
places. It was clear that the revival had not died 
down by 1910, for in October of that year 4,000 were 
baptized in one week, and thousands besides sent in 
their names, saying they had decided to become Chris- 
tians. 

South of Ping Yang we passed through Songdo, 
the ancient Korean capital. In 1907 the revival had 
added 500 to the church, but during a month of spe- 
cial meetings in 1910, 2,500 were gathered in. 

hen we visited Seoul in 1907, every church was 
crowded. A missionary said that on a six weeks’ 
tour he had baptized 500 and recorded 700 cate- 
chumens, and that his five out-stations, in one year, 
had increased to twenty-five. During 1910 there were 
13,000 people in Seoul who signed cards saying they 
wanted to become Christians, and in September of 
that year the Methodist churches of the city received 
3,000 by baptism. 

Directly west of the capital, at the port of Che- 
mulpo, the Methodist Mission, in 1907, had a church 
with 800 members. Opposite the harbor there was an 
island with 17,000 inhabitants. The churches on the 
island had a baptized membership of 4,247, and more 
than half of them had been brought in that year. 
The Christians were praying that soon the whole 
island would become the Lord’s. 

At Tai Ku, the capital of one of the southern 
provinces, Mr. Adams told how they had proposed 





— 


ae tap WES 8S os hs 


Pu 


a ae z 


bande Sage te WD 


ae 








378 * 


to hold a ten days’ prayer-meeting, seeking for re- 
vival, and that the Holy Spirit came like a flood on 
the seventh day and revived them. One result was 
that the city church became too small, and churches 
sprang up all over the country. In 1905 they received 
1,976 converts; in 1906 they received , and in 
1907 they received 6,144. Said he, “There are 
churches now in the country I have never seen, and 
some even that the evangelists have never yet vis- 
ited.” Then he told how a certain church had formed 
without missionary or evangelist. A man from that 
district had heard the Gospel in the city and took a 
New Testament home with him. He er on readin 

it to his neighbors until more than fifty believed. 
Then they felt they ought to form a church, but didn’t 
know how. From the New Testament they inferred 
that the door of entrance was by the use of water 
in baptism, but they were at a loss as to how it was 
applied. So after consultation they decided that each 
would go home and take a bath and then meet and 
form their church. And I have no doubt that God 
was pleased. 

Another center visited in t907 was Shan Chun, 
along the railway north of Ping Yang. Surely not 
much could be expected“from such a young mission 
center, for the missionaries had only been estab- 
lished there eight years. Yet when we were there, 
in town and country there were 15,348 believers,— 
and no one is counted unless he attends church and 
contributes to its support, They had just completed 
a church seating 1,500. A year before their church 
seated 800, but the membership was 870, so the 
must build. During the year that Central Church 
hived off five country churches; but when-it was 
completed, its membership had increased to 1,445. And 
no street radiating off from that church had a heathen 
family left; all had become Christian. Since they 
say in our Christian lands, “the nearer the kirk, the 
farther from grace,” how do you account for that 
Korean church having no unsaved families near it? 
I can only account for it by the fact.that they honor 
God the Holy Spirit, and thereby live such a powerful 
type of Christianity that all around them get con- 
victed of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. 

In 1916, I heard Mr. Foote, a missionary from the 
east coast of Korea, say that he had recently spent 
a Sunday at that center. That Sunday evening he 
worshiped in the enlarged First Church, where the 
church was packed with an audience of 2,500, and he 
was told that the other church that evening had-an 
audience of 500. The town only has a population of 
3,000, therefore all must have been out to church. 
Our highly-favored Christian lands do not so appre- 
ciate the privilege of assembling themselves together. 
The Master is going to say some straight things on 
this subject some time. 

To get an idea of how the work from that center 
spread throughout the country, I asked Mr. Blair to 
draw me a sketch map of one of his counties. He 
had but a few minutes before the train drew in. It 
was a sketch of Noag Ch’en County which he drew. 
It bordered on the sea, east of the Yalu river. 
About the center of the map he put down a church 
with 350 believers; less than a mile north there was 
another church with 250; northeast, five miles, an- 
other church with 400; east, less than two miles, an- 
other church with 750; and so on, there being four- 
teen self-supporting centers in the county, Mr. 
Whittemore, who was standing beside me, said, 
“That county does not equal one I work to the north 
of it. There are over 5,000 Christians in the county, 
connected with thirty-five self-supporting stations.” 
I heard of one place where 400 one year had increased 
to 3,000 by the next. Every forty-five minutes, day 
and night, since the work began in 1884, a convert 
has been added to the church. Whole villages have 
become Christian. : 

Some one may say, “But numbers don’t count; on 
one occasion the Master discouraged the multitude 
from following.” True. The point is well taken. 
Well, then, what standard shall we apply? Let us go 
to the early chapters of the Acts. We can readily 
agree to apply that standard to the Korean Church, 
even though we prefer not to have it in its entirety 
amplied to ourselves. Now, let us see how the Korean 
Church measures up to the Pentecostal standard. 

The early Church did great honor to God the 
Holy Spirit by dropping everything and spending 
ten days in prayer to prepare for his coming. ‘I 
have told how the missionaries spent one to several 
hours each day for months, preparing a way in their 
hearts for the Holy Spirit. These missionaries heard 
from Dr. Seas Agnew Johnston how the Holy 
Spirit was poured out upon the Kassians in India. 
At the same time and place a Bible colporteur from 
Kang Kai, away up among the pine forests along the 
Yalu, also heard Dr. Johnston. He went home and 
told the Kang Kai Church of 250 believers that the 
Holy Spirit alone could make effective the finished 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that he was 
promised them as freely as any other gift of God. 
They honored God and appreciated the gift of the 
Holy Spirit by meeting in the church for prayer 
at five o'clock; not five o’clock every evening, but 
every morning, through the fall and winter of 
1906-7. They honored God the Holy Spirit by six 
months of prayer; and then he came as a flood. 
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Since then their numbers have increased manyfold. 
Do we really believe in God the Holy Spirit? Let 

us be honest. Not to the extent of ing up at five 

_— through six months of cold weather to seek 
ia 

A burning zeal to make known the merits of the 
Saviour was a special mark of the church at Pente- 
cost. The same is not less true of the Korean 
Church. It was said that the heathen complained that 
they eouldn’t endure the persecution of the Chris- 
tians. They were evermore telling of the stron 
points of their Saviour. Some declared they would 
have to sell out and move to some district where 
there were no Christians in order to get rest. 

Thc missionaries at Ping Yang honored God the 
Holy Spirit in their high school. They had a school 
of 318 students, and that Monday morning of the 
opening in February, 1907, the two missionaries in 
charge were early at prayer in the principal’s room. 
They wanted the Holy Spirit to control the school 
from the start. They knew that if he did not control, 
the school would only turn out educated rascals who 
would be a menace to Korea. We in Christian lands 
do not give the Holy Spirit much control in our high 
schools and universities. In some, rank unbelief is 
taught. We are not afraid to turn out educated ras- 
cals. Men in high places steal the country’s money, 
and always some are found to whitewash their sin. 
These are educated men. The fear of God is not be- 
fore the eyes of many who graduate from our col- 
leges, and we have not humbled ourselves and told 
God that our sins were visited upon us because we 
did not honor him by committing our education to his 
control. 

Before nine o’clock had struck that Monday morn- 
ing, in the Ping Yang high school, the Spirit of the 
Lord was smiting those boys with conviction. Agon- 
ized cries were heard upstairs and down. Soon the 
principal’s room was filled with boys agonized over 
sin. School could not be opened that day, nor the 
next, and Friday still found it unopened. By Frida 
evening the Presbyterian boys had all come Pidims: | 
to victory, but it was clear ‘that something: held the 
Methodist boys back. 

It all came out that evening, wheneabout a dozen 
of the Methodist boys went and pleaded with their 
native pastor to free them from their promise to 
him. It seems that this Korean pastor had got jeal- 
ous because the revival had’ not started in the Meth- 
odist church. He got the high school boys to oppose 
it, and to resist all public confession as from the 
Devil. But by Friday night their agony of mind was 
unbearable, hence their pleading to be set free from 
their promise. 

What the jealous Korean pastor then did, and the sen- 
sational but blessed results that followed, will be described 


in the conclusion of this amazing story of God's grace, in 
next week's issue. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 

given here, as marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of te Bible will be covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times,— 
“Your Study Bible.” 

The following plan for marking is helpful : 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the ins of 
your Bible to write in notes such as these articles give, pry not 
eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side ins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, each chapter of éach book. Make the Book your 
now. “ "very place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you” (Josh. | : 3). 

At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








Jeremiah 
Prophet of Warning, Book of Admonition 
Key-word: “Go and Cry” 

Key-text: “Behold, I have made thee this day a 
defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen 
walls against the whole land” (1 : 18) 

Outline: 

1. Jerusalem before the Fall (chaps. 1 to 38). 

2. Jerusalem after the Fall (chaps. 39 to 45). 

3. Against other nations (chaps. 46 to 52). 

Brave, noble,old Jeremiah, appointed, as his name 
signifies, of the Lord,-to speak out against the vices 
and vanities of his day; “against the kings of Judah, 
against the princes thereof, against the oriests 
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thereof, and against the people of the land”—a clean 
sweep. No. soft and easy task his. No velvet of 
tengué or touch. He was against everybody, and 
everybody was against him—e 
And why? Because the whole nation was gone out 
of the way; and he was sent of God to throw him- 
self into the breach, as it were, and head off the pell- 
mell rush toward the pit. The railroad engineer 
said, “the red is always agin ye.” Jeremiah was or- 
dained to swing the red light. Naturally, he was not 
a popular man. And he felt it, as does every bur- 
dened son of the prophets. “Ah, Lord God! behold, 
I cannot speak: for I am a child” (1:6). But speak 
he must. God help him, and God pity the people, if 
in an adulterous age he hold his peace with the 
bridge wide open and his eyes open to see it! 

very preacher is in one essential part of his mis- 
sion a Jeremiah to his times. There is another way, 
and there were other prophets in Jeremiah’s day who 
chose it, the path of least resistance, the spirit of the 
age—the Zeitgeist. Where are they now? Jere- 
miah took humbly the way appointed him, the Cal- 
vary road, and he lives to-day with the Man of Cal- 
vary, in whose footsteps he trod, and he brought a 
multitude with him. “Tell the truth,” some one re- 
marked, “but look out: they will kill you.” Very 
well, Christ will make us live again. 

This is a book of admonition, most of all to-day, 
to preachers. Go with the crowd or go with God— 
which? Every young minister must choose. And he 
must expect to pay the price; most of God’s min- 
isters have learned it. e thought at first that all 
we needed was the truth, the oo would hear us, 
the people of God, at least, But no; the more we 
got hold ef the truth, and the more the truth, the 
utter truth, got hold of us, the more the men of 
earth turned away from us or rose in opposition. 
We found that we needed besides the truth the cour- 
age of the truth and the deep consciousness that our 
feet were on the Rock. 

The servant of God is like the telegraph pole at 
the side of the way, standing staunchly perpendicular, 
lest the wire ground and spoil the sweet messages 
from the skies. So stood grand old Jeremiah, oft 
maligned but loving the people still; his feet in the 
dungeon and in the mire, but his head in the heavens, 
his hand pointed to the skies. Not horses nor princes. 
Go not down to Egypt for help. Repent of your sins; 
accept God’s judgments on your transgressions; and 
py unto the rd! This was the voice of Jere- 
miah. 

Do. not. the times that now are call for such a 
preachment to-day? 


Marginal Notes 


It is easy, comparatively speaking, to be a popular 
preacher; but you must reckon with God. 

The Kingdom of God is both incremental and cata- 
clysmal; it comes gradually, and it comes suddenly. 
Be busy, and be ready. 

David Baron, the cofiverted Jew, said of Jeremiah 
31 and 32, originally bound together, “You need not 
speculate about Israel’s history: it is written down in 
a book.” And he laid his hand reverently on these 
pages. 

Dr. Haldeman thinks this book looks forward to 
the Great Tribulation. It has fulfilments yet to come. 

“Preach conviction, not opinion. Preach nothing 
till it has come to the heat of conviction.”—Wayland 
Hoyt. 

Be patient, God always uses the yielded life—but in 
his own way. 


Marked Texts 


“Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth” (1:9). 
The tongue of God is every true preacher. 

“Be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound 
thee before them” (1:17). One face only before the 
prophet—God’s ! 

“And I will give you pastors according to mine 
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and un- 
derstanding” (3:15). What better gift to hungry 
sheep ! 

“And the prophets [false prophets] shall become 
wind, and the word is not in them” (5:13). Vox et 
praeterea nihil. 

“The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means; and my people love to have 
it. so: and what will ye dd in the end thereof?” 
(5: 31.) Destruction just ahead. 

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 


and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your _ 


souls”. (6:16). God’s summons to better days: 

“For the pastors are become brutish” (10:21). A 
carnal pulpit makes a carnal people, and this soon 
ends in death. 

“O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time 
of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in 
the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside 
‘to tarry for a night?” (14:8.) To the unknown God! 

“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart” (29:13). Finney’s 
conversion text. Whole seeking means whole finding. 

Oser_in, OHIO. 


verybody save God. _ 
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Luke 11: 1-13; Psa. 145: 18, 19 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull A 


. Getting Started in Class 


est Africa, guarded the mail that brought a letter 

last summer from that big-hearted, enthusiastic 
missionary Dan Crawford to his many friends in 
civilization throughout the world. The African mail 
carriers took no chances, because a big lion had met 
them with the incoming mail. Crawford says those 
rough Government soldier mail carriers have “not a 
taint of piety”; but that when they got out of that 
lion trouble without even a scratch they all declared 
it was the presence of Mission letters in the mail that 
saved them. Because, they said, “Mission letters are 
prayed-for-letters, and the prayers followed them 
all the way.” 


Our Background Material 


Let us put the conditions of answered prayer 
plainly before the class. They are four. 

We must pray in faith. “Therefore I say unto 
ou, All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, be- 
ieve that ye recewe them, and ye shall have them” 
(Mark 11: 24). . : 

We must pray for that which is according to God’s 
will. “And this is the boldness which we have toward 
him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, 
he heareth us: and if we know that he heareth us 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the peti- 
tions which we have asked of him” (1 John 5: 14, 15). 

We must pray in Christ’s name. “And whatsoever 
e shall ask in my name, that will I. do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
agra in my name, that will I do” (John 14: 
13, 14). 

We must pray abiding in Christ. “If ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you” (John 15:7). 

But to abide in Christ is to yield wholly to him 
and to trust him fully. So we may add to the above 
a fifth condition: complete surrender to the mastery 
and lordship of Christ. ; 

Let us see whether all the rich material on prayer 
that we find in this lesson does not fall under one, 
or another of these five conditions. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Jesus, the omnipotent, omniscient Son of God, was 
praying (v. 1). Why should God the Son pray? Let 
the class discuss this. ‘ 

Then suggest: God the Son had humbled himself 
and had become a man, voluntarily accepting certaifi 
limitations of the flesh, and submitting himself to 
conscious dependence upon the Father and the Holy 
Spirit. Can we not hear him say of his own praying, 
“for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness”? 
(Matt. 3: 15.) 

One reason why Jesus prayed a great deal is 
brought out by Mr. Rogers (1). 

That is all true; but here is another point. The 
eternal and glorified Christ, now on the throne at the 
right hand of God, “ever liveth to make intercession” 
(Heb. 7:25). And the Holy Spirit himself, who was 
never called upon to humble himself in the flesh as 
Christ did, “maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8: 26). It looks 
as though prayer were an éssential and vital part of 
the very life of God! God’s Word plainly shows it 
to be a necessity in the life of God and of man. A 
mystery ?—yes; we do not need to try to understand 
the reasons for prayer; but, God having declared it, 
and having told us just how to pray, and using it 
himself, it is for us to accept the God-revealed facts 
about prayer and use it as the greatest factor in our 
lives, as the most effective, powerful, result-achieving 
activtty that man, and perhaps God himself, can use. 

Have the class study out the meaning of each 
phrase or point in the Lord’s Prayer, which Jesus 
now taught his disciples: 


“Father”; that word can be used of God only by 
a believer. God is the Father of the children of God 
only; and “as many as received him [Christ], to them 
gave he the right to become children of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: who were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God” (John 1:12, 13). See Mr. 
Ridgway’s (1) clear comments on this,—that “before 
you can pray this prayer to headquarters, you must be 
under the blood.” The Lord’s- Prayer is not.a prayer 
for all men, but for the family of God. 


S: men carrying six long spears, down in black- 





Devotional : Luke xz : 5-13. 
Reading Secheme Pee: 5934, Si0s 3 00; Met. 71> 
11; 6: 5-13; 2 Cor. 12:8,9; Heb. 12:6; Jas. 4: 3, 8. 
Primary Memory Verse: Jehovah is nigh unto all them that 
call n him.—Psa. 145 : 18. , 
Story Material: Matt. 14 : 23-25; Acts r2 : 1-12. 
Aduk Topic: Why and How to Pray, 


omilditionsl Material : Psa. 1 6; 6 M 
itional Material : : 15; Isa. 55:6; 65 : 24; Matt. 
18 : 19, 20; John 15: 7; Rom. 8 26; Bail. 4 6. 











1 And it came to pass, as he was praying in a certain 
place, that when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto 
him, Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught his 
disciples. 2 And he said unto them, Whefi ye pray, say, 
1 Father, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.” 
3 Give us day by day *our daily bread. 4 And forgive us 
our sins; for we ourselves also forgive every one that is 
indebted to us. And bring us not into temptation.‘ 

5 And he said unto them, Which of you -shall have a 
friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say to 
him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine is 
come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set be- 
fore him; 7 and he from within shall answer and say, 
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children 
are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee? 8 I say 
unto you, Though he will not rise and give him because he 
is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will arise 
and give him as many as he needeth. g And I say unto 
you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For every 
one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and 
to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 11 And of which 
of ycu that is a father shali his son ask *a loaf, and he give 
him a stone? or a fish, and he for a fish give him a serpent? 
12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he give him a scorpion? 
13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 


18 Jehovah is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 
To all that call upon him in truth. 

19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him; 
He also will hear their cry, and will save them. 


1 Many ancient authorities read Our Father, who art 
in heaven. See Mt. 6.9. * Many ancient authorities add 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. See Mt. 
6.10. *Gr. our btead for the coming day. Or, our need- 
ful bread: as in Mt. 6.11. *Many ancient authorities 
add but deliver us from the evil one (or, from evil). 
See Mt. 6.13. 5Or, whatsoever things ®Some ancient 
authorities omit a loaf, and he give him a stone? or. 
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“Hallowed be thy name”; reverence and adoration 
of God should come first; recognition of his holiness 
is a foundation of prayer. We must “put first things 
first” in prayer. And the very name of God is holy; 
what “the name” means in the Bible, and what prayer 
in Christ’s name means and involves in all its blessed 
wonder and fulness and sufficiency, is brought out by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (IV, 4). 

“Thy kingdom come”; here is an eager petition for 
the establishment of the kingdom of God on this 
earth which belongs to God, and where the kingship 
has been temporarily usurped by a rebel, Satan. But 
the kingdom canrot come without the King’s coming ; 
so this is a prayer for our Lord’s coming in glory. 

“Give us day by day our daily bread”; every-day 
needs, both temporal and spiritual, we are to look to 
God for confidently. 

“And forgive us our sins,” etc. There can be no 
reconciliation and fellowship between God and our- 
selves unless our sins are forgiven. And he can 
forgive us our sins only because of the shed blood 
and sacrifice and death of our Substitute and Saviour 
his Son Jesus. Again we see that this is the be- 
liever’s prayer. Is the forgiving of our debtors a 
result of God’s forgiveness of our sins, or a reason 
for it? Is this prayer on the law basis, or grace? 
Is it for Jewish believers, or for Christians? 

“And bring us not into temptation.” God never 
tempts a man to do wrong (James 1:13); but God 
tests believers. Is this a prayer for deliverance from 
undue testing; or does it refer to the “temptation” 
of the coming time of the great tribulation? 

Other familiar passages in the Lord’s Prayer, given 
in the other Gospels, may be considered by the class 
if there is time. The Lord’s Prayer is well, sum- 
marized by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). The Lord’s 
Prayer as a musical scale is noted by Mr. Rogers (2). 

The “unfriendly friend” illustration of prayer is a 
striking teaching by contrast. This “friend” is un- 
friendly and unresponsive, declining to meet a need 
which he readily can meet, because of the trouble or 
discomfort it would mean to himself, but finally giv- 
ing in, as the least troublesome thing to do because 
of the persistence of the man in need. The Father in 
heaven from an exactly opposite standpoint meets the 
need of the one who prays: no matter what the cost 


to Himself, and with eager, glad responsiveness. 


LESSON 3. JULY 21. PRAYING TO GoD 


Golden Text.—Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may 
find grace to help us in time of need.—Hebrews 4: 16 








But the principle of persevering is a vital one in 
prayer, which our Lord plainly emphasizes here. If 
it pays to persevere with an unresponsive and untrue 
“friend,” how much more will it pay to persevere 
with a responsive and true Friend 

_Be sure to. read the “Notes on Open Letters” prayer 
discussions on the second page of this issue. 

One of the most interesting and notable books on prayer 
is “Answered or Unanswered,” by Louisa Vaughan, a mis- 
sionary Whose work in China has been attended by miracu- 
lous operations of God. It would make an admirable gift 
for a teacher to the members of her class. (The Mission- 
ary Press Company, 1145 North Topeka Avenue, Wichita, 
Kan., 85 cents, postpaid.) 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Grace is the heart of answered prayer. God does 
not answer our prayers because we deserve to have 
them answered; not because of our merits, our good 
record, our worthy claims upon him; but because the 
sacrifice of his Son swept away the barriers between 
God and man caused by man’s sin, and now the way 
is clear for God to do anything we ask—if, receiving 
in Christ the very life and mind and purposes and 
desires of God, we ask simply for the multitude of 
blessings which are God’s will for us. 


Teaching Points 


_ The class will be interested in memorizing the va- 
rious “stations” on the “railroad” of prayer (Dr. 
Griffith Thomas, IH, 3). - 

Another railroad illustration, the pass and pay- 
check of prayer, is given by Mr. Ridgway (2). 

It was midnight when the friend in need sought 
out his friend for help (v. 5). This present age of 
our Lord’s absence from the earth is represented in 
the Bible as the night-time,—when we need to pray. 


God does not limit his answers to the prayers of 
favorites. “Every one that asketh receiveth” (v. 10) 
—if the asking is done in the way that God directs. 

The Old Testament believer knew God as an an- 
swerer of prayer. Have the class bring out the 
prayer teachings in the Psalms selection, and espe- 
cially note how it agrees’ with the conditions of an- 
swered prayer given in “Our Background Material.” 

Bring before the class the wonderfully rich mate- 
rial in the further Scriptures of the Additional Ma- 
terial for Teachers and the Graded Scripture material. 
For example, the blessing of unanswered prayer in 
Paul’s experience (2 Cor. 12:8, 9); the faith condi- 
tion-of prayer (Heb. 11:6). 

Worrying-prayer has no assurance of being an- 
swered; it is the worryless prayer that brings the 
blessing of the peace of God (Phil. 4:6, 7). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Is prayer simply asking God to meet our needs? If 
so, why should people need to be taught to pray? 

How much time should definitely be set aside, daily, 
for prayer as a habit? 

recy can we “pray without ceasing”? (1 Thess. 
5717. ° 

What is right “importunity” in prayer? 

Why does our Lord speak of the Holy Spirit as a 
gift? (v. 13.) 

If God is everywhere, why does the Psalmist say 
that he is “nigh to all them that call upon him”? 
(Psalm 145: 18.) 

What is it to call upon God “in truth”? (Psalm 
145: 18). 

Can we know in advance whether our prayers will 
be answered? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Obeying God (Matt. 4: 18-22; John 14: 22-24; Jas. 1: 22-27). 


All men by natire are at enmity against God; their 
nature is “not subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can it be” (Rom. 8:7). How then can men 
obey God? That is the subject of our lesson, and it 
makes a fascinatingly interesting study. 

For what purpose did Jesus ask the fishermen to 
come after him? 

Love is a condition of obedience (John 14: 23); 
can we love Christ simply by deciding to? 

If God’s will is always best, why do_men ever dis- 
obey him? 

How can we make sure of being doers of the 
Word? (James 1: 22.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Geiffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—After the subject of reading God's 
Word, Ly ed naturally follows. We first listen to 
God and then we speak to him in return. ; 

Date.—The passage in Luke comes from the third 

ear of Christ’s ministry in Galilee, A. D. 29. The 
Psalm comes from the fifth book in the Psalter 
(Psa. 107 to 150). It is attributed to David. 

Books for Study.—Among the very many books on 
prayer, the following seem specially noteworthy: 
‘Prayer: Its Nature and Scope,” by H. Clay Trum- 
bull, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 60 
cents net) ; and “How to Pray,” by Dr. R. A. Torrey 
(Revell, 60 cents net). The best k on the Lord’s 
Prayer is the most recent work on the subject: “The 
Lord’s Prayer: An Interpretation,” by Dr. J. 
Thirtle (Morgan and Scott, London, England). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Prayer Illustrated (Luke 11: 1-4). This is seen. in 
four ways, (1) By Christ’s example. He was habitu- 
ally prayerful (5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28). (2) By the 
disciples’ desire. Incited by Christ’s example, they be- 
came conscious of their need. (3) By the reminder 
(vs. 1, 2). John and his disciples prayed and Christ 
responded by assuming that his followers would also 
naturally pray. (4) By the model (vs. 2-4). A com- 
parison with Matthew 6: 9-13 shows that what we 
call the Lord’s Prayer was intended both as a model 
and a form. It starts with the consciousness of son- 
ship and the confidence of the child’s trust and love. 
Its brevity and simplicity are particularly noteworthy. 
God comes first and then our own needs follow. 
God’s name, that is, his revealed character, is to be 
hallowed, and we are to pray for the coming of his 
kingdom, that glorious culmination when God will 
be all in all (1 Cor. 15:28). We are to ask for 
bread, not for luxuries; for forgiveness, and, if it be 
so, protection from temptation. Notice in this 
prayer the attitude of a reverent, missionary, obedi- 
ent, dependent, forgiving, and cautious spirit. (1) 

Prayer Encouraged (vs. 5-13). Then Christ went 
on to show why his disciples should pray, and there 
are four reasons given: (1) persistence prevails 
(vs. 5-8); (2) promises assure (v. 9); (3) experi- 
ence confirms (v. 10); (4) faithfulness guarantees 
(vs. 11-13). God is not, unwilling to bless, but man 
must show his earnestness; and by contrast with the 
selfish indolence of the man our heavenly Father’s 
love is perfect. Human need and human beneficence 
(vs. 11, 12) are shown in further contrast to the 


divine bounty (v. 13), which is always ready to- 


give. If persistency conquers selfishness (v. 8), much 
more will divine pity bless. 

Prayer Assured (Psa. 145:18, 19). In these two 
verses we have a threefold message: (1) God’s 
presence with us (Deut. 4:7); (2) Cod’s promise to 
bless us; (3) God’s requirement from us. We must 
call faithfully and manifest the attitude of reverential 
awe. 

Devotional Reading.—Luke 11 : 5-13. 

As the same passage is given here as occurs above, 
Luke 11: 5-13, the following additional points may 
be noted: (1) the necessity of prayer (v. 1); (2) the 
substance of prayer (vs. 2-4); (3) the effectiveness 
of prayer (vs. 5-10); (4) the reasonableness of 
prayer (vs. II-13). 

Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Psa. 37: 4, §; 81: 10; Matt. 7: 7-11; 6: 5-13; 2 Cor. 
12:8, 9; Heb. 11: 6; Jas. 4: 3, 8. 

All the passages illustrate various aspects of prayer 
which are found so frequently stated in Scripture. 

1. Psalm 37:4, 5. Two conditions of prayer: (1) 
delighting in the Lord; (2) committing our way to 
the Lord. 

2. Psalm 8r: 10. (1) The foundation of prayer in 
divine revelation and redemption; (2) the invita- 
tion to prayer in the divine appeal and assurance. 

3. Matthew 7: 7-11. The parallel to Luke as above. 
Note the progress in Asking, Seeking, Knocking. 

4. Matthew 6:5-13. Three essentials of prayer: 
(1) sincerity; (2) privacy; (3) reality. Matthew’s 
version of the Lord’s Prayer. 

5. 2 Corinthians 12:8, 9. (1) Prayer in difficulty; 
(2) provision against difficulty; (3) praise for dif- 


—_, 
6. Hebrews 11:6. The twofold necessity-of faith: 
(1) in God’s existence; (2) in God’s response. 


7. James 4:3, 8. Two dangers-in prayer: (1) 
selfishness; (2) sinfulness. 
Ill. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: Why and 


How to Pray, and the Results. (Additional Mate- 
rial: Psa, 50:15; Isa. 55: 6;°65: 24; Matt. 18: 19, 20; 
John 15:7; Rom. 8: 26; Phil. 4:6). 

1. Why pray? Limiting attention to Luke only, we 
see five aspects of the life of prayer which answer 
this question. (1) The believer as a creature (v. 1). 


~ we must (1) believe in the value of prayer. 
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Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, A little girl 
was once interested in seeing some monkeys, and was 
m4 concerned at their apuasenty, Suman actions. 
fter a little thought, she said: “Mother, do they 
ray?” This is the essential difference between the 
ower animals and man. (2) The believer as a child 
(v. 2). The Fatherliness of God is the secret of real 
prayer. (3) The believer as a friend (vs. 5-8). God 
is our Friend as well as our Father. (4) believer 
as an intercessor (vs. 2-8). These prayers are almost 
wholly for others. Love seeks help for the needy 
through prayer. The hungry fri required help; 
the praying friend sought help, and the mighty frien 
ve pom (5) The believer as a receiver (vs. $12). 
he Holy Spirit includes everything of grace, tru 
and holiness that we can need. (2) 

2. How pray? This may be answered by repro- 
ducing a recent illustration of a railroad as indica- 
tive of prayer: (1) the starting-place, the Father- 
hood of God (v. 2); (2) the first station, promise 
(Matt. 7:7); (3) the second station, believing (Mark 
11:24); (4) the third station, importunity (Luke 11: 
5); (5) the fourth station, “in my name” (John 14: 
13); (6) the fifth station, conditions (John 15:7; 
(7) the sixth station, the helping spirit (Rom. 8: 26) ; 
(8) the seventh station, confidence (1 John 4:14). (3) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The most important and culminating lesson on 
prayer taught by Christ was given on the eve of the 
crucifixion (John 16:23, 24), and in some. respects 
constitutes the center of all the Bible teaching on 
prayer. 

1. The Call. This is seen as an invitation, “what- 
soever” (v. 23), and a command, “ask” (v. 24). The 
Bible never argues in favor of prayer, but always 
assumes it. “Behold he prayeth” (Acts 9:11) is the 
mark of the young Christian. 

2. The Condition, “In my name.” The “name” of 
Christ is found seven times in these chapters (14: 13, 
14; 15:16; 16:23, 24, 26). This does not mean a 
title or label, still less a charm to be used, but always 
denotes the revealed character of a at pe David 
approached Goliath in the “name” of God; that is, in 
the strength of God’s character, as revealed to Israel 
(see Psa. 118: 10-12). To pray “in the name” means 
to ask in union with what we know of Christ. Busi- 
ness is a legal union; parentage and childhood form 
a life union; husband and wife or friend suggest love 
union. But the spiritual union between rist and 
his people is all these combined, and is found under 
the figures of the Shepherd and the sheep, the Vine 
and the branches, the Building and the stones, the 
Body and the members, the Bridegroom and the 
Bride. Up to that time the disciples had not asked 
in Christ’s name, because they knew so little of him, 
but with a growing experience they were to ask and 
would soon realize the difference between asking a 
stranger and a Friend. (4) 

3. The Certainty. This is first shown from the 
Divine standpoint in the word “give,” and then from 
the human in the word “receive.” Nothing is more 
significant than the assumption that prayer will be 
answered. Whatever else is true of prayer in its 
spiritual effects, it is intended to produce results in 
answers. “Whatsoever ye shall ask I will do.” 
Queen Elizabeth once said to Sir Walter Raleigh; 
“Raleigh, when will you leave off begging?” “When 
Your Majesty leaves off giving.” See Genesis 18: 33, 
where Abraham stopped asking before God ceased 
giving. 

4. The Consequences. “That your joy may be made 
full.” This is the spiritual satisfaction that comes 
from prayer, and includes the joy of pardon, peace, 
perception, power, and progress; the joy of cleans- 
ing, comfort, assurance, victory, and blessing. 

As we contemplate this deep and yet clear tenes 
tisa 
privilege as well as a duty (1 Tim. 2:1). (2) Take 
time for it. ‘Time is a standard of value (Dan. 2: 16). 
(3) Seek to know mere and more about God in order 
to ask more (John 17:3). (4) Expect answers. The 
secret of success is not eloquence or-shrewdness, but 
confident expectation (1 John 3:22). 

V. Leading Questions 

Find other examples of Christ’s practise of prayer. 

What may be learned from the order of the peti- 
tions in the Lord’s Prayer, first “thy” and then “us”? 

What other passages teach the duty of persistent 
prayer? 

In what respects do the three friends illustrate 
spiritual realities? What precise arguments are 
shown for prayer? 

What order is seen in the three petitions and the 
three results? (vs. 9, 10.) 

How does the gift of the Holy Spirit include every 
need? (v. 13.) 

How is the nearness of God (Psa. 145: 18) proved 
by the New Testament? 

What are the conditions of prayer laid down by 
the Psalmist? 

_ What other requirements for true prayer are found 
in Scripture not mentioned here? 

Wycuirre CoLLece, TORONTO. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
“The Universal Car.”—Our Father, who art in 


heaven (vy. 2). Are you a prayer-man? “Ask the man 
has one,” as the automobile man cries. 


w 
- Lord’s Prayer is the greatest prayer-wheel in 


. 





world. Go into some churches and Somto-cthingte 


and watch them spin it. Nobody has ever‘accused me - 


of being slow, yet I am not always able to keep up. 
Whew they 4 s — Lares Prayer like = 
auto” . wa. ink of the picture in the 
Comic ‘Alesonec which shows a very solemn man 
with his hand upon an urchin’s head, with this 
legend under the picture. The Man:—“M boy, do 
you ever say im prayers?” The Boy:—Yassir. I 
say ’em like the dickens when I git skeered.” This 
great prayer given us by the Master himself is found 
to be the most beautiful and all-embracing in 
the Book once it is entered reverently ad costed 
carefully. This cannot be done here in a paragraph 
or two. But since so many folks seem inclined to Tet 


. go of Jesus and go chasing after “Social Service,” or 


something just as good,” please note that in. this 

prayer, this vehicle of heaven, this “universal car,” 
the pronoun is always our. Christ’s kingdom is asked 
for. Suppose it should suddenly come and find you 
so busy in “social service” that you are not ready to 
meet him in the air, and are in overalls instead of 
having on a wedding garment! Before you can pray 
this prayer to headquarters you must be under the 
blood (Matt. 22:12; 1 Thess. 4:17). (1) 


Your Neighbor as Yourself.—A friend of mine (v. 
6). How many of you ever importune heaven for a 
blessing for a friend as persistently as this man ham- 
mered at his neighbor for some bread? Get this gem 
from Tennyson by heart: 


“More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy voice 
Rise like a fountain: for me night and day. 
For what are men better than sheep or goats 
That nourish a blind life within the brain, 
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call them friend?” 


Did you ever stop to think what would happen in the 
place where you live, in the set which you “run” with, 
if Christians had a habit of asking God to bless 
friends and neighbors as Christ illustrates in this little 
story? Good-bye, criticism. Good-bye, gossip. Good- 
bye, scandal. Gondiive insincerity. Good-bye, false 
witnessing. Good-bye, double-facing. -bye, 
“knocking.” As I heard some boys say on the street, 
you will “sell your hammer and buy a horn,” when 

ou lift hands of prayers for those WHO CALL 

OU FRIEND. Get those caps. Here’s your Scrip- 
ture, Matthew 5: 43-48. 


Going to Market.—Ask ... seek ... knock (v. 9). 
If you go west from Broad Street Station, Philadel- 
phia, upon a Saturday morning, when your train 
makes its first stop, at Paoli, a large company of good- 
looking, substantial, home-body women with great 
empty baskets will get on board. These are the 
“women-folks” of the railroad men who live at this 
local train terminal. They are going on a fifty-mile 
ride to Lancaster to do their marketing with my good 
friends of the broad brims and little white caps. 
Why this Saturday long hegira of the good wives of 
Paoli? They all have passes, and the godly Amish 
and Dunker farmérs of Lancaster County are hon- 
est and square and “reasonable.” Here in Luke 11:9 
is not only a perpetual pass for you and your big 
market basket to the Great Market Gardener and 
Farmer, but here is your “long green” as well. It is 
a great deal surer and bigger promise than that 
printed on the silk-fibered paper issued by your Uncle 
Sam, and which we call “money.” In order that there 
may be no mistake Washington prints it “TEN” “ro” 
and “X.” And in order that there may be no mis- 
take Heaven prints it “Ask,” “Seek,” “Knock.” The 
Administration of heaven is more careful than any 
earthly government or any railroad company, that its 
people shouid have the best of everything the uni- 
verse has to offer. I hardly think any of those rail- 
road folks at Paoli turn down the annual pass or 
reject the pay-check. Do you turn down this pass 
and pay-check? (Matt. 6:25, 30-32.) (2) 


What Do You Want?—He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear him (Psa. 145:19). Desire is prayer. 
According to the psalmist, if you are right with God 
you get what you desire. Good men usually get what 
they desire. The trouble with you, Mr. Doubter, is 
you do not really desire. You just think you do. For 
example, you think you desire so desirable a thing 
as good health. Yet you take no pains with what and 
how you eat. And with how you treat your body. 
Now do you? I ama big, husky, healthy fellow and 
always was. I really desire health. Twice a week I 
go to a Y.-M, C. A. gymnasium in the business men’s 
ciass. Most of: the -class. are the town’s doctors. 
They know. The other business men in town may 
wonder why, if.God loves them, he lets them suffer 
with indigestion, dyspepsia, and other sedentary ills. 
Have you ever noticed how folks get automobiles, 




































- 


‘ 


Seo i ee a 
e bay yi 


iat CR ae 
tS 


of, 
Shae 
Tae 





iy 
Pata? 


3 


2 Re A 


toa) 
ae ar 





be HELE ais 





















































































ud 


te ee een 2 e's 
Wome Ee er eS 


S 
Bo 


as WA 


Bae 











LESSON FOR JULY 21 (Luke 11: 1-13; Psa. 145 :18, 19) 


to your surprise? Desire is a passion 
that can sacrifice and “cut out.” You 
never saw a youth who really desired 
an education and did not get it. Nor 
one who desired riches who did not get 
them. Wecalled hima miser, but hé got 


‘his desire. The same man could have 


gotten anything else with the same 
consuming passion. Listen to Jesus, 
“Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after.” “Seek first.” The trouble 
with ninety out of the hundred of you 
is that you have no real desire, no pas- 
sion for any one great thing. Conse- 
quently the great thing cannot be given. 

hat father can give his son an educa- 
tion unless the son really desires it? If 
there is anything you really and truly 
and passionately want, here is how you 
get it.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mor not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a tter ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 





A Royal Prayer.—Forgive us our sins; 
for we ourselves also forgive every one 
that is indebted tous (v. 4). A strik- 
ing inciderit was related by the Rev. H. 
Pentin, Chaplain to the Forces, when 
preaching in Salisbury Cathedral re- 
cently. It occurred near Furnes, on the 
Belgian frontier. The countryside was 
in chaos, winged death everywhere, 
bleak walls and heaps of rubbish mark- 
ing the sites of thousands of homes. A 
dozen .children, lean from semi-starva- 


tion, came out of their cellar-school, 1: 


and knelt to say the Lord’s Prayer. A 
Belgian officer, without any insignia of 
rank, stdod near. The children said 
their prayer as far as “forgive us our 
trespasses—” Then there was silence. 
The officer, however, concluded the pe- 
tition: “As we forgive them that tres- 
ass against us.” It was the Belgian 
ing.—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


The Two Buckets.—Ask, and it shall 
be given-you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you 
(v. 9). A native Japanese, in Bethany 
Church, Philadelphia, gave a fine defini- 
tion of prayer and its answer. He said: 
“They remind me of two buckets in an 
old-fashioned well; while one was going 
up the other was coming down.”—Sent 
by_E. M. Gill, Jefferson, Ohio. 


The Open Door.—Knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you (v. 9). Professor 
Fosdick, in his little book on “The 
Meaning of Prayer,” says that there is 
a chapel in St. Peter’s at Rome the door 
of which is opened only once in twenty- 
five years. One can imagine the gath- 
ering of pilgrims as the time approaches, 
all of them eager to pray, after the long 
interval, in-a place considered to be of 
special sanctity. Suppose our prayers 
could only be offered, or would only be 
heard, once in a quarter of a century. 
How eagerly we should anticipate the 
time! How we should wait for it, and 
long for it, and prepare for it! But be- 
cause we can'pray at any time, we do 
not value the privilege of prayer as we 
should. Because the door is always 
open we fail to enter—Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Well-Informed Asking.—For every one 


- that asketh receiveth (v. 10). For 


nearly fifty years Dan Walker was the 
colored sexton of a church in Eufaula, 
Alabama. Many pastors had come and 
gone, but Dr. Wharton was a great fa- 
vorite with Dan. When he was called 
to a larger work, and another preacher 
came to the charge, some one asked Dan 
what he thought of the new preacher. 
“Well,” said Dan, “I like him purty 





well, but when it comes to praying, Dr. 
Wharton he axes de Lord for things 
our new preacher don’t eben know 
Lord’s got."—From Frank Willis Bar- 
nett, in. Alabama Baptist. Sent by G. E. 
Walden, McLeansboro, Ill. 


Deaf and Blind Praying.—How much 
more (v. 13). A deaf and blind beggar 
who was pushing himself along in a 
wheeled chair asked a gentleman for a 
cent. The gentleman offered him a dol- 
lar, but the beggar kept on asking for a 
cent. At last entleman went close 
to him and shouted in his ear, “Here is 
a dollar for you.” When the_ beggar 
understood he accepted the gift with 
joy, but his deafness would have kept 

im asking for a cent when a dollar was 
offered to him. That is the way some 
of us pray to God. We ask Him to for- 
give us and He at once puts all our sins 
behind Him and offers to make us His 
sons. But we keep on begging for par- 
don when he wants to clothe us in 
royal robes.——From the Christian En- 
deavor World. Sent by E. Hovey, Can. 


Only This?—He also will hear their | 
cry, and will save them (Psa. 145: 19, 
last clause). The passengers of two 
long trains coming from opposite direc- 
tions faced each other across a fallen 
bridge. They also faced the fact that 
if they continued their journey they must 
pass from one side of the chasm to the 
other by a plank footpath. A timid lit- 
tle woman gasped, as she saw the water 
below, “Is there only this one little 
plank?” “That is all, Madam,” said the 
engineer, holding out his hand,—‘“but it 
is a plank that bears.” Prayer is oft- 
times one single solitary plank over a 
torrent of trouble that thirsts for our 
soul—but, thank God, it is a plank that 
bears.—Source unknown. Sent by S. L. 
Hale, Cambridge, Mass. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Dear Lord, 
thou hast disclosed to us the blessedness 
and power of prayer, and the way of access | 
to the Father. How shallow is our prayer- 
life! How thin and poor our praise! Teach 
us to pray, to:draw near to God with sincere 
hearts. to call upon him in truth, and to 
confess before him our sinfulness, and our 
deep need of his grace and mercy. How 
little we have understood his measureless 
love, his overflowing resources, offered freely 
to us! Enlighten our hearts, we pray thee, 
concerning the place of prayer in thy plan 
for us. In thy dear name. Amen. 





After the Lesson.—Some of us have 
much more confidence in ourselves than 
we have,in God. We know we would | 
d. our best for a friend, os for one of 
our children,-but we doubt whether God 
will™o his best for us. We so often 
pray with anything but a trusting, ex- 
pectant spirit, and even while we pray 
little criss-cross flashes of doubt cut 
our praying all in pieces. Why, don’t 
we yet know who and what our Heav- 
enly Father is? Is he going to treat us 
less wisely and kindly than we would 
deal with a friend, or a child? I# our 
prayers are dulled by doubts of God, 
they have no edge, no point! That was 
a deep lesson Jesus.taught his disciples, 
—to believe that God would do at least 
as well as any one of them would do, 
in answering an honest call for help! 
Not because we are worthy, but because 
Christ who died for us is worthy, may 
we have boldness at the throne of 
grace, to ask and receive mercy and 
grace in time of need. Have you 
counted upon God without wondering 
whether he will be true or not? Let’s 
not test him. Let’s trust him, with joy 
and confidence every moment! 





ESTING 


RUSTING GOD 


WHICH IS BETTER? }- 











Method books you need in Sunday- 
school work are listed in The Sunday 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“TI must tell Jesus.” 
“Have you prayed it through?” 
“ My faith looks up to Thee.” 
“ Sweet hour of prayer.” 
“ What a friend we have in Jesus.” 
“Love Divine, all love excelling.” 
“TI came to the garden alone,” 
“Safely through another week.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including’ 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Psalm 145 : 1-19 (296 : 1-3). 
Psalm 50: 1-15 (113 : 1-3). 
Psalm 55 : 1-23 (122: 1-4). 
Psalm 5: 1-8 (12: 1-4). 
Psalm 63: 1-8 (134: 1-3). 





Department Helps 





| tion. Each child should learn also a 





School Times’ book catalog. 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HE Lesson TEACHING.—Praying is 
talking to God. 

Notes—One important aim of early 
religious nurture is to help children to 
realize God’s presence in daily life, as 
a kind Heavenly Father, so near and so 
loving that he really cares and can hear 
what each child says to him. Sing: 
“How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 

That round about me like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere, 

He cares for me.” ‘ 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, Wapello, 
Iowa, 28 cents.) 


Each Primary child should learn the 
Lord’s Prayer, which should often be 
explained, phrase by phrase, so that it 
may not become a meaningless repeti- 


morning prayer, an evening prayer, and 
a grace for meal-time. It is the cus- 
tom in some Primary departments to 
give as:a souvenir on the seventh birth- 
day a pretty birthday postcard, to which 
is attached by ribbon three plain sheets 
of paper of the same size on which are 
written or typewritten such prayers. 
These are greatly prized, also learned 
for use at home. 

Each prayer lesson should deepen the 
prayer life and cultivate the prayer 
habit. Some children are limited to the 
Sunday-school for all the prayers which 
they hear. - Several short, definite | 
prayers should be a part of every 
Primary session. 

Review and Introduction—Last Sun- 
day we talked about learning from 
God’s Word what he wants us to do. 
Our text was, Teach me to do thy will, 
O Lord. We may learn what God 
wants us to do by praying. 

When your family sits around the 
table it is easy to talk to each other. 
Sometimes people wish to talk with 
friends who live in another house or 
city. How can they do it? When you 
phone, can you see the person with 
whom you talk? How do you know that 
he hears? Could he answer if you did 
not call him up? 

It is just as easy to talk to the Heav- 
enly Father, if we call on him by prayer. 
He will hear and answer, but when peo- 
ple pray they are often-in such a hurry 
that they do not wait for God to an- 
swer. He often speaks to the soul in a 
still, small voice, which no one else can 
hear. Show the picture of the child 
Samuel at prayer. When God called to 
Samuel, he answered, Speak, Lord, for 
thy servant heareth. Then God told 
him his message. 

The best place for children to learn 
to pray is at home with father and 
mother. 

“Day by day the little Jesus 

Grew like you and me; 
Learned to say a prayer to heaven, 
At his mother’s knee.” 


One ‘time when the disciples of — 
said, Lord, teach us to pray, Jesus 
taught them the Lord’s Prayer. That 
is a good morning prayer for us, also 


“ Father, we thank Thee for the night, 


Each child should know an evening 
prayer and a prayer of thanks to use at 
meal-time : 

“ Now I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep; 

Thy love be with me through the night, 
And bless me with the morning light.” 


“God is great and God is good, 
And we thank Him for our food; 
By His hand we all are fed, 
Give us, Lord, our daily bread.” 


Lesson Story (Acts 12: 1-18).—Long 
ago King Herod tried to stop the dis- 
ciples of Jesus from preaching, so he 
put Peter in prison, guarded by sol- 
diers. Peter prayed in prison, and so 
did his friends, who met in Mary’s 
house to pray that Peter’s life might be 
spared. 

One night Peter, bound with two 
chains, slept between two soldiers, while 
a guard watched the prison door. Sud- 
denly a light shone in Peter’s cell. An 
angel stood there who woke Peter and 
said, Rise up quickly, fasten your belt, 
put on your sandals. The chains fell 
from Peter’s hands. He did what the 
angel said, threw his cloak around him 
and followed. It seemed like a dream 
as they: passed the first and second 

uard and came to the heavy iron gate, 
eading to the city. It opened, so they 
went out and passed through one street, 
then the angel left Peter. 

Peter could scarcely believe that he 
was free. He said to himself, Now I 
know that God sent his angel to de- 
liver me from Herod. 

Peter hurried to the home where his 
friends were praying. He knocked, a 
maid answered, but was so surprised to 
hear Peter’s voice that she ran back to 
tell the others, who said, You must be 
crazy. She said, It is Peter. They 
said, It must be his angel. Again they 
heard knocking, opened the door, saw 
Peter and were amazed. 

Peter beckoned for them to keep still, 
and quickly told what had happened. 
Then Peter went away to another city 
for greater safety. 

Peter knew that “Jehovah, the Lord, 
is nigh [or near] unto all them that call 
upon him.” 


Peoria, Itt, 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


The light of the Bible on (1) the pur- 
pose, (2) the practise, (3) the power, and 
(4) the peace of prayer. ‘ 











HIS time of supreme distress and 

danger has brought all the thinking 
world to prayer, for we all, now, like 
Lincoln, are “driven to our knees because 
there is nowhere’ else to go.” Such 
hours compel us to recognize the reality 
and universality of the prayer-instinct 
in human hearts (Psa. 50:15; 90:15). 
You have not a girl too young or too 
frivolous or too ignorant or too learned 
to have felt this compulsion, so yours is 
not the task to argue as to the reason- 
ableness of prayer, but to search the 
Bible for its light on this “vital breath” 
of the Christian life. 

1. Last Sunday we saw that we must 
read our Bibles if we would nurture the 
new Christ-given life within us, because 
through that Book He speaks to us. If 
that be really true for you then your 
heart will long to respond, you will long 
to speak to him—and so to pray. This, 
then, is the first purpose of prayer, to 
open our hearts toward him, even as he 
has given us the key to his own in his 
Word. Once opened by prayer (Psa. 
145: 18), into that heart he comes, and 
with him come those things for which 
we pray to him (Psa. 81:10; Isa. 65: 
24), the second purpose of prayer. For 
prayer brings things to pass (Luke 11: 
1-13; Psa. 37:4, 5) besides opening the 
channel between our souls and God. We 
may not understand how God uses his 
own higher laws to overrule the ones 
we know in answering our prayers, 
sometimes; but life and the Bible give 
us such overwhelming testimony that he 





And for the pleasant morning light,” etc. 


does that we must accept it. 
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2. How then shall we direct and con- 
trol this prayer-life, according to God’s 
Word? For this breath of the soul is 
subject to as definite laws as is the 
breath of our bodies. Knowledge of 
and obedience to these laws increases 
our spiritual health as much as our 
bodies are strengthened by knowledge 
of and obedience to the laws of fresh 
air. First, then, prayer must be the true | 
desire of our hearts, not merely the con- 
viction of our minds, still less merely 
the words of our lips (Psa. 37: 4 - 
It must be rooted in faith (Heb. 11 
and so a state of mind as well as a re- 
sort in an emergency and a habit of life 
(Psa. 50:15; Luke 18:1). Then it 
must. spring from a life of conscious 
and constant obedience to God’s Word. 
A life lived in his name is the only 
basis for a prayer “in his name” (John 
14:14 and 15:7). Jesus’ words and ex- 
ample are our surest and richest teach- 
ing on this subject (Matt. 6: 5-15)—as to 
secret prayer, regular prayer, to whom 
to pray, for whom to pray, for what to 
pray. if you are ———s quite young 
girls, it may be your best plan to develop 
this section of the lesson alone, for his 
concrete example will have more force 
than any abstract statements, however 
true. ote in any case his injunction 
to forgive as we try to pray, for no 

revailing prayer can come from an un- 
loving heart. 

3. Even young girls crave power over 
their own selves and their own circum- 
stances if not over others’ lives, the 
powss of accomplishment, so let us see 

riefly what true prayer will do. The 
Bible is filled with the record of the 
blessings wrought by prayer, from the 
saving of a nation (Exod. 32: 30-32 and 
33: 12-17) to restoring a life (Acts 9: 

40). But perhaps the girls can see 
it is a still greater marvel that prayer 
can change men’s hearts and so their 
whole lives. It is what we ask God to 
make us, rather than what we ask him 
to give us that does the most for the 
world as well as for ourselves. And it 
is sometimes in order to make us what 
he would have us be that our Father an- 
swers “No,” or “Wait,” or “Here is 
something better,” instead of “Yes” to 
our oft-repeated prayer. How much 
poorer the world would be if God had 
answered “Yes” to Paul’s cry to be re- 
lieved of his thorn in the flesh! (2 Cor. 
12:8; Jas. 4:3.) And how infinitely 
poorer we should be had God removed 
“the cup” Jesus himself asked relief 
from! (Luke 22:39-45). Both Paul and 
oe told the Father what they wanted, 

ut both accepted what the Father 
wanted them to bear—they refoiced in 
the answer he gave them. 

Here is a lesson on the power of 
united prayer (Matt. 18:19, 20, and 
Acts 12: 1-12); your class should heed 
both the injunction and the illustration 
of such prayer. Here lies the reason 
for prayer-meetings, remind them. 

You will find most suggestive reading 
on this subject in a little book called 
“The Practice of Prayer,” by G: Camp- 
bell Morgan (Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, New York City, 75 cents net). But 
you will find the old Book richest of ail, 
and obedience to Paul’s words in Philip- 
pians 4:6 the surest path to peace both 
for yourself and for your girls, and the 
assurance of Romans 8: 26 the all-suffi- 
cient answer to the’ cry of your heart, 
“I cannot so pray!” And remember, 
it is the heart at peace which has the 
power to soothe and sympathize; so let 
us who would teach note well that 
blessed promise in Philippians 4:7, con- 
ditioned on prayer. 

Home Study 

Choose for your girls the prayer-life 
of some one person in the Bible for 
definite study this week. Nehemiah 
offers a very interesting study on this 

oint. Ask the girls to read the whole 

ook of Nehemiah, and mark. each 
prayer there recorded. This is not too 
much for a vacation lesson. 

Atianta, Ga. 


. 


A choice book for teachers of girls is 
“The Girl in Her Teens,” b argaret 
Slattery, obtainable from The Sunday 
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Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Bible reading and prayer 
as twins. 

Explanations: Why Jesus prayed; the 
point in the sleepy friend story. 

Main points: The necessity of prayer; 
the right way to pray; what the Lord’s 
Prayer includes; faith and prayer affect 
God’s dealings. 

Illustrations: Prayer and Bible read- 
ing like key and sounder; the Lord’s 
Prayer like the musical scale; Mrs. 
Powers’ buttermilk. 











“WHEN we have been reading the 
Bible as. we studied in last Sun- 
day’s lesson,” said teacher, “what is the 
natural thing to do next?” and we de- 
cided if we had been reading in the right 
spirit it made us feel like praying. 

eacher declared that the two are 
closely connected. Prayer is speaking 
to God, and reading the Bible is letting 
God speak to us. If we neglect either 
one it will lead to neglect of the other. 

“Sort of Siamése twins,” spoke up 
Bulldog Jones, But teacher said they 
were more like the two wires of a 
metallic — circuit, or like the key 
and sounder; there can be no real com- 
munication without both. 

I had the first home study question, 
and it brought out how Jesus had the 
habit of prayer and wasn’t afraid to let 
his friends see him do it. 

“I don’t see why he had to pray,” de- 
clared Bumps. eacher explained that 
prayer is not always on account of our 
sinfulness. The closer one lives to the 
Heavenly Father the more he will de- 
light in talking to him. Then we always 
need help and guidance for ourselves 
and blessings for our friends. I guess 
you never get to the place where you 
don’t need to pray a whole lot. (1) 

The disciples didn’t seem to know 
very well how to pray, and wanted Jesus 
to teach them. Teacher thinks it wasn’t 
that they needed to learn how to use 
high sounding words and string long 
sentences together, as Deacon Smith 
does, They needed to know what to ask 
for and how to make their prayers sim- 
ple and plain. He believes our prayers 
ought to be like our meals these days, 
the fewer frills and gewgaws the better. 








Fred’s question was about who can 
teach us .to pray. He told how his 
mother taught him to say: “Now I lay 
me down to sleep,” and teacher says he 
has a rich business man friend who still 
says that prayer every night. Of course 
we all learned it when we were little, 
but I guess most of us thought it was 
too babyish now. 

Teacher says we can learn some things 
about praying by listening to-the min- 
ister’s prayers in church. But he be- 
lieves is the best teacher. By study- 
ing the Bys ed Jesus gave as our pat- 
tern, and letting the Holy Spirit guide 
us -(Rom. 8:26) we shall be pupils in 
God’s school of intercession. 

Next’ we studied the model prayer to 
see what we could learn. Teacher 
thinks it is not a sacred formula to be 
repeated, so much as it is a framework 
on which to build our own prayers. It is 
like the musical scale, on which all kinds 
of tunes can be built according to the 
composer’s feelings. Matthew even 
gives a different and fuller form. But 
they agree on the framework. It is ad- 
dressed to God as'our Heavenly Father 
and asks for four things: the coming of 
God’s kingdom, our temporal needs, 
forgiveness for past sins, deliverance 
from sinning any more; and teacher 
says that includes everything we ever 
need to pray for; only he thinks God 
likes us to name Say out the things we 
want, even though he already knows just 
what we need. (2) ; 

Then we ought to keep right on pray- 
ing, even if we don’t get any answer. 

‘If at first you don’t succeed, pray, 
pray again,” whispered Bulldog. Teacher 
said that didn’t sqund very reverent, but 
he was sure Bulldog meant it all right, 
and that was the very point of the sleepy 
friend story in the lesson. 

Teacher says that God often with- 
holds an answer until we prove our- 
selves more in earnest. Then when he 
does send it we are more likely to use 
his gifts right. 

That sort of answered the last home 
study question about whether, our 
prayers change God’s.purposes. e de- 
cided that it was his purpose always to 
do the very best for. us that he could 
under the circumstances, just as when 
Mrs. Powers tells us to come over and 
get some buttermilk she always: fills 
whatever size bucket we bring. Our 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





FPRAYER CLoset ; 
eee Aickeele 
Ve 















“the effectual fervent - 
prayerofarighteous (i 
mon availeth much:--4SS 
Let him know, thot , Zens 
he which converlethyiite Ks 


V4) 


@ sinner fromthe \\\Wie== 


error of his way shall 
save a soul from death, >: & 


Y A 





School Times Company for 50 cents. 





Bp agree 
Persistency here 


spells 


Power here. 











Home Study for Next Week's Lésson 
Read Matt. 4: 18-22; John 14: 22-24; 
Jas. 1: 22-27 

Had these four fishermen ever known 
Jesus? : 

What did fishers of men mean? 

Was Jesus’ call a promotion for 
them? : ; ; 

Must a man give up his business to be 


a soul-winner? a 
How do Zebedee felt 


you suppose 
when his boys left him? 
What does straightway mean? 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





The Young. People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





July-28. Lessons from Bible Proverbs. Prov. 
10 : 1-16. 

August 4. Ail for Christ. II. Our Ambitions, 
Phil. 3: 4-11. (Consecration meeting.) 
August 11. Lessons in Nature’s School. Prov, 

6: 6-8; John 12: 24, 25. — 
August 18. Using Our Pens for Christ. Luke 
1: 1-43 3 John 1-14. 


Sunday, July 21 


Lessons from Favorite Psalms 
(Psa. 103 : 1-13). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The cross Psalm (Psa. 22: 1-18). 
Tues.—The crook (Psa. 23: 1-6). 
Wed.—The crown (Psa. 24: 1-10). 
Thurs.—When in doubt (Psa. 73 : 1-28). 
Fri.—Rejoice (Psa. 98 : 1-9). 

Sat.—A. psalm of providence (Psa. 105). 











What help do you get from the Psalms? 
What is the teaching of Psalm 917 
What lesson does Psalm 51 convey? 


HE best book on the place which the 

Psalms have filled in human hearts is 
perhaps Prothero’s “The Psalms in Hu- 
man Life.” 

“In the Psalms,” says Prothero, “is. 
painted, for all time, in fresh unfading 
colors, the picture of the moral warfare 
of man, often baffled yet never wholly 
defeated, struggling upwards to all. that 
is best and highest in his nature, always 
aware how short of the aims falls the 
attempt, how great is the gulf that severs 
the wish from its: fulfilment. In them 
we do not find the innocent converse of 
man with God in the Garden of Eden; 
if we did, the book would for our fallen 
natures lose its value. On the contrary, 
it is the revelation of a soul deeply. con- 
scious of sin, seeking, in broken accents 
of shame and penitence and hope, to re- 
new personal communion with God, heart 
to heart, thought to thought, and face 
to face. It is this which gives to the 
Psalms their eternal truth. It is this 
which makes them at once the breviary 
and the viaticum of humanity. Here are 
gathered not only pregnant statements 
of the principles of religion, and con- 
densed maxims of spiritual life, but a 
promptuary of effort, a summary of de- 
votion, a manual of prayer and praise,— 
and all this is clothed in language which 
is as rich in poetic beauty as it is wni- 
versal and efduring in: poetic truth. 

“The Psalms, then, are a mirror in 
which each man sees the motions of his 
own soul. THey express in exquisite 
words the kinship which very thought- 
ful human heart craves to find with a 
supreme, unchanging, loving God, who 
will be to him a protector, guardian, and 
friend. They utter the ordinary experi- 
ences, the familiar thoughts of men; but 
they give to these a width of range, an 
intensity, a depth, and an elevation, 
which transcend the capacity of the most 
gifted. They translate into speech the 
spiritual passion of the loftiest genius; 
they also utter, with the beauty born of 
truth and simplicity, and ‘with exact 
agreement between the feeling and the 
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expression, the inarticulate and humble 
longings of the unlettered peasant. So it 
is that, in every country, the language of 
the Psalms has become part of the daily 
life of nations, rage J into their prov- 
erbs, mingling with their conversation, 
and used at every critical stage of ex- 
istence. 

“Poets and men of letters, like Dante 
and Camoens, Shakespeare and Cervan- 
tes, Wordsworth, Walter Scott, Carlylé 
and Ruskin, Heine and Herder, Pascal 
and Lamartine, have acknowledged the 
unrivaled charm of the Psalter. From the 
Psalms hymn-writers have drawn their 
most striking inspirations; to turn them 
into verse has been the occupation of 
men of all n&tionalities, professions, and 
pursuits at every period of history; their 
language, imagery, and ideas have fas- 
cinated men of the highest poetic genius. 
But besides the indirect influence which 
they have thus exercised on literature, 
the Psalms may be said to have created 
a literature of their own. Of all that 
mass of writings in which is recorded 
the inner life of Christians, they are the 
precursors and the pattern. They are 
the parents of those religious autobiog- 
raphies which, even in literary and psy- 
chological interest, rival, if they do not 
surpass, the Confessions of - Rousseau, 
or the Truth and Fiction of Goethe. 
From the Psalms are descended books 
like the ‘Confessions’ of St. Augustine, 
the ‘Imitation of Christ’ of Thomas a 
Kempis, the ‘Grace Abounding’ of John 
Bunyan, the ‘Devotions’ of Bishop An- 
drewes, the ‘Thoughts’ of Blaise Pascal. 

“No fragment of the glorious temples 
at Jerusalem has survived the lapse of 
time; but the imperishable hymns of the 
Jewish worship rule the hearts of men 
with more than their pristine power, and 
shall continue to inspire and elevate the 
conduct and devotions of successive gen- 
erations of mankind. Fathers of the 
early Church, like Origen, Athanasius 
and Jerome, Basil, Ambrose and Augus- 
tine, apostles of British Christianity, 
such as Columba, Cuthbert, Wilfrid, 
Dunstan, and Bede—medieval saints, like 
Bernard, Francis of Assisi, or Thomas 
of Villanova—statesmen, like Ximenes, 
Burghley, and Gladstone—have testified 
to the universal truth and beauty of the 
Psalms. With a psalm upon their lips 
died Wyclif, Hus, and Jerome of 
Prague, Luther, and Melancthon. Phil- 
osophers, such as Bacon and Locke and 
Hamilton; men of science, like Hum- 
boldt and Romanes; among mission- 
aries, Xavier, Martyn, Duff, Livingstone, 
Mackay, and MHannington; explorers, 
like Columbus; scholars, like Casaubon 
and Salmasius; earthly potentates, like 
Charlemagne, ladimir Monomachus, 
Hildebrand, Louis IX, Henry V, Cath- 
erine de Medici, Charles V, Henry of 
Navarre, and Mary Queen of Scots— 
have found in the Psalms their inspira- 
tion in life, théir strength in peril, or 
their support in death.” 

se 

On the Sunday before the storm burst 
in the ‘British garrison at Jellalabad, 
India, after the disaster at Cabul in 1842, 
Henry Havelock read for the lesson of 
the day the Forty-sixth Psalm. 

James Hannington, moving to his 
death in equatorial Africa, greeted the 
sunrise every morning with his “Travel- 
: 











ing Psalm,” the One Hundred and 
Twenty-first. 
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The Answered Prayer 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


HERE was once a dear little girl 
who lived in the country on a farm, 
six miles from town. Her home was a 
big white house with green blinds. Her 
andfather and her grandmother were 
nearest neighbors. Their house was 
a quarter of a mile away by the road, 
but only a few minutes’ walk for those 
who could climb fences and cross a big 
pasture. Nina could climb fences, and 
except when she was carrying something 
that might get spilled, she always went 
the short way to Grandma’s. 

The little girl was not afraid of any- 
thing or anybody on the farm except 
the Cross Cow. Once the old red cow 
shook her head at the minister’s wife 
when she and the minister drove out in 
the country to call on their church folks. 
That was the way the cow got her bad 
name. From that day, all the children 
who went to the country school called 
her the Cross Cow. 

Nina’s father only laughed about it; 
he believed she was a gentle cow and 
gave the best milk of any cow on the 
farm. When Nina’s father talked about 
what a gentle cow she was, he used to 
pat her head and say, “So boss, so boss, 





so boss,” and she never shook her horns 
at him. 

| One day, when Nina went to stay all 
the afternoon with Grandma, she walked 
the long way by the road, because 
| mother had churned that morning and 
| wished to send a little pail of fresh but- 
| termilk to Grandpa. Nina didn’t think 
it would be safe to climb fences with a 
little ‘pail-of buttermilk, and that was 
| the reason she walked the long way by 

the road. Besides, she wore her new 
red cape to show to Grandma; it was a 
regular Red-riding-hood cape, hood and 
all. Aunt Nancy bought it in Philadel- 
phia and it came by parcel post. Mother 
said it wouldn’t do to spill buttermilk 
on that beautiful red cape. 

Nothing unusual happened on the way 
to Grandma’s. Nina saw a bluebird on 
a fencepost, thinking, and she saw an 
American goldfinch perched on top of a 
swaying dandelion stem, eating dande- 
lion seed. She met Mr. Patterson, and 
he said, “Good afternoon, Red-riding- 
hood,” afd she said, “Good afternoon” 
to him, and that was all. 

Grandma thought the cape was beauti- 

ful, and she said she believed it would 
wear well and could be given to some 
other little girl when Nina was too big 
for it. Grandpa was glad to get the 
fresh buttermilk and thanked Nina: for 
bringing it to him. At last Grandma 
washed the little pail and Nina started 
| toward home, the short way. 
She went out of the kitchen door, 
|down the garden path, climbed the 
| pasture fence and was walking in the 
middle of the big field, singing, and 
swinging her shining little pail, when 
she saw the Cross Cow in a far corner. 
Nina did not know before that the cows 
had been turned into that pasture. She 
not only saw the Cross Cow but the 
Cross Cow saw her. 

Nina began to run. Her Red-riding- 
| hood cape flew out behind like a waving 
| banner as she flew, and the bright little 
| pail made flashes of light. On and on 
Nina ran, as fast as she could go, to- 
ward the home fence. Once she looked 
around, and sure enough, the cow was 
coming ;.tossing her horns and coming. 

After that Nina didn’t need to look 
| behind to know that the cow was com- 
ing, because the old cow began to bellow 
loud something like this: “R-r-er-errr— 
ooh—ooh—rooh !” 

The cow had four feet and little Nina 
had. only two; but Nina had been to 
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prayers; the cow didn’t know anything 
about prayers. 

Nina had almest reached the fence and 
the cow had almost reached her. Nina 
knew that she could not get to the fence 
before the cow would get to her. There 
was only one thing to do: Nina was 
sure that God could stop that cow; so 
down she went on her knees behind a 
little low clump of bushes to pray. 
Nina’s prayer was a short one; with all 
her heart and soul she asked her Father 
in Heaven not to let the cow get her: and 
her prayer was straightway answered. 
The cow could not touch that ‘little gir!! 
She rushed by, head down, going like 
the wind. 

Nina jumped up, ran to the fence, 
climbed».over, and there she was, safe 
and unharmed. 

‘The cow was surprised. You see that 
cow was going so fast, with her head 
down, that she didn’t know what had be- 








come of the flying red cape when Nina 
knelt for a minute behind the low clump 
of bushes to say her prayers. When the 
cow turned around, there was Nina on 
the other side of the fence, going home. 
“R-r-r-errr—mow ! mow!” said the cow; 
and she didn’t knew how it all hap- 


ned. 

Before Nina went in the house she 
knelt by the gooseberry bush near the 
windmill and thanked for answer- 
— prayer. 

ina’s father straightway sold the cow 
to a man who lived fifteen miles away 
and had no children. 

“She gives good milk, and is nearly 
always a gentle cow,” Nina’s father ex- 
plained to the man who came after her. 
“She was certainly frightened by my lit- 
tle girl’s red cape.” And then Nina’s 
father patted the cow on the head and 
said, “So boss, so boss, so boss.” 

Mackinaw City, Mic. 
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The Mythology of All Races } 





This article reviews “The Myth- 
ology of All Races,’ in -thirteen 
volumes. Louis Herbert Gray, A.M., 
Ph.D., Editor; George Foot Moore, 
A.M., D.D., LL.D., Consulting Edi- 
tor (Marshall Jones Company, Bos- 
ton, $6 per volume in buckram, $10 
in half morocco). 


HE mythology of the world is 

: myriad-sided. No one person can 
be thoroughly familiar with all its 
phases. Yet any study of the classics, 
of the religion of the Bible and of com- 
parative religion, or of archeology and 
anthropology, touches mythology at a 
hundred points. So one of the greatest 
needs of the world of scholars has been 
a comprehensive work on mythology 
for ready reference and for thorough 
study. That work has now appeared in 
a massive series, of which the first two 
volumes are here reviewed, — “The 
Mythology of All Races.” 

Too much can hardly be said for the 
plan and execution of this work. What 
student of the past or the present has 
not longed for a work of reference that 
would, present, not in dreary outline, but 
in interesting, vitalizing detail, the 
mythology of all races? Comparative 
mythology is, in some respects, more in- 
structive than comparative religion; for 
comparative religion has 
make allowance for the purposeful med- 
dling of a designing priesthood, or_at 
least to decide whether or not there has 


| been such meddling; while comparative 


mythology traces usually the umnre- 
strained and undirected wanderings of 
human imagination and human hopes. 

Each great division-of mythology is 
written upon by an expert or experts, 
the last volume being devoted to the 
Index. Not a word need be added to 
the mere mention of the names of these 
experts: Greek and Roman, William 
Sherwood Fox, Ph.D., Princeton; Teu- 
tonic, Axel Olrik, Ph.D., Copenhagen; 
Celtic, Slavic, Canou John A. MacCul- 
loch, D.D., Bridgé of Alan, Scotland, 
and Jan Machal, Ph.D., Prague; Finno- 
Ugric, Siberian, Uno Homberg, Ph.D., 
Helsingfors; Semitic, R. Cambell 
Thompson, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.G.S., Ox- 
ford; Indian, Iranian, E. Berriedale 
Keith, D.C.L., Edinburgh, and Albert J. 
Carnoy, Ph.D., Louvain; Armenian, 
African, Mardiros Ananikian, B.D., 
Hartford, and George Foucart, Docteur 
es Lettres, Cairo; Chinese, Japanese, 
U. Hattori, Litt!D., Tokyo; and Masa- 
haru Anesaki, Litt.D., Toky ; Oceanic, 
Roland Burrage Dixon, Ph.D., Harvard; 
American (North of Mexico), Hartley 
Burr Alexander, Ph.D., Nebraska; 
American (Latin), Hartley Burr Alex- 
ander, Ph.D., Nebraska; Egypt, Far 
East, W. Max Miller, Ph.D., Pennsyl- 
vania, and’ Sir (James) George Scott, 
K.C.LE., London. 


HE first volume, Greek and Roman 
Mythology, by Professor Fox, of 
Princeton, is a beautiful art work. To 
the charming style of the author and 
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publisher’s art, and a remarkable pro- 
fusion of illustrations, many of them in 
colors. Part I treats of the Myths of 
Creation, the Heroes and the After- 
world; Part II, of the gods, the greater 
ods, and lesser gods; Part III, of the 
Sarly Mythology of Italy. The volume 
has such a complete analytical Table of 
Contents that the Index, not yet pub- 
lished, will hardly be missed. There 
are copious notes and a Bibliography 
that is almost voluminous. 

Professor Fox presents a brief ac- 
count of the various opinions concern- 
ing the origin and method of. interpre- 
tation of myths, and adopts for himselt 
the comparative method in the main. 
This method is followed by many, but 
it may well be asked whether it fur- 
nishes much concerning the origin of 
myths. After the discussion is com- 
plete, one might still ask, Did the myth 
originate in a simple figure of speech, 
or from the spirit of romance, or from 
religious speculation? Naturally his 
definition of a myth partakes of this 
same inconclusiveness of the compara- 
tive method. But, after all, myth, like 
life, is very difficult to define. There 
can be no satisfactory definition without 
comparison, and there is nothing else 
like myth or like life with which to 
make comparison. 


REAT expectations raised by the first 
volume of the series are fully sus- 
tained- by the second, on North Ameri- 


can Mythology. It is entitled “The 
American Indian,” and is written by 
Professor Hartley Burr Alexander, 


Ph.D., of the University of Nebraska. 
No other field in the whole world of 
mythology promises more valuable evi- 
dence concerning the unity of the hu- 
man race than the American continent, 
north and south, where for so many cen- 
turies, even miHenniums, a multitude of 
allied peoples lived in almost complete 
isolation. One might almost say that, 
if the mythology of Amcrica testified 
to the unity of the human race, no fur- 
ther evidence would be needed in the 
scientific discussion of the subject. 
The unity of the race stands out in 
dramatic testimony on nearly every page 
of the book. While many resemblances 
in mythology arise from resemblances in 
materials and in circumstances, and 
from identity of mathematical necessi- 
ties, there are here other resemblances 
that are incomprehensible except upon 
historical relationship of these peoples 
with each other and with other peoples. 
As the author says: “It is not strange, 
therefore, that when these same Fathers 
(Jesuit) found in America myths of a 
creation and deluge, of a fall from 
heaven.and of a sinful choice bringing 
death into the world, they conceived 
that in the new-found Americans they 
a discovered the lost tribes of Is- 
rael. 
Professor Alexander presents his sub- 
ject comprehensively, as systematically 
as the nature of the material admits, and 
with such charming exhibition of detail 
aS makes out of a very dry subject a 
book almost as interesting as a romance. 
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The Sunday School Times is a gi 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-schogl man- 
agement; and the Christian life oa 
service; it-goes into every state, terri« 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than thirty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically. every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders; both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Advertising Rates 
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Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


\ The Suriday School Times is. pub- 


\lished weekly at the following rates, 
ayable in advance, for either old or 
ew subscribers, in the United States 

nd Canada. These rates include 

\lostage : 

31 00 Five or more copies, either 

eV\’ to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less. than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, Pain years, 
> ne free copy ad- 

Free Copies ditional will be al- 

lowed for every ten copies paid for in 

a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 


any of the countries embraced in the "Jniver-: 


sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwica Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
Downie can also supply the other _publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





TH establishing of a new home is 
always an interesting event, but the 
future welfare of the newly-wedded pee 
very much depends on the way in which 
they begin life together. A young man 
of my acquaintance came to me not long 
to say he had ery news for me. 
I could see by his whole demeanor that 
he was “full of his subject.” “Well, 
what is your news?” I said. Somewhat 
bashfully he replied he had decided to 
be married. I immediately congratulated 
him and expressed the hope that the 
blessing of the Lord might be with him 
in coming days, Of that he had tio 
doubt, for he hastened to add that they 
had decided to begin right by erecting 
the family altar from the very ps 
“That's right,” I said, “honor the Lord 
and He will assuredly bless you.” 
July 15 to 21 
Mon.—Luke 11: 1-13. Praying to God. 


Driven by distress and sheer need, 
friend made his appeal to friend, and not 
without success. His importunity was 
the expression of his earnestness. 
Prayer to God is not measured by min- 
utes but by necessity, and as — as 
the heart can talk the prayer is not long 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bible conferences and summer gather- 
ings which are now in session at Eagle’s 
Mere, Pa., Greenlake, Wis., Stony 
Brook, L. I., and Northfield, Mass. Pray 
especially for the International Mission- 
ary Union Convention at _ Clifton 
Springs, New York, and the Ministerial 
Institute meetings at Montrose, Pa. 
Tues.—Psalm 145 : 8-19. The Nearness of God. 


The Lord is always within -earshot of 
his people’s prayers, and his people are 
always within arm’s length of the Lord’s 
help. How blessed to know that dis- 
tances do not_intervene between us and 
our Lord: “Nigh at hand”—nearer than 
friend,—“closer “than” breattting”—there- 
fore able to fulfil all our desires. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for sum- 
mer evangelism, which is carried on 
chiefly.in parks and in the open air; for 
the preaching of the Gospel in the 
camps and cantonments; in shipyards 
and factories; for the ministry of God’s 
Word by the wayside, seashore, and vil- 
lage squares; that summer may yield a 
spiritual harvest. 


Wed.—Matt. 7: 7-14. Ask, Seek, Knock. 


Ask — how profoundly simple, the 
easiest of all exercises. See¢k—what in- 
dustry, anxiety, earnestness, and dili- 
gence. Knock—suggestive perhaps of 
impatience of spirit, born of vehement 
desire, and of fixed resolution and 
eagerness of will. All indicating the 
growing intensity of the prayer life. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
boys in khaki and in blue; for those who 
are in training in this country that they 
may learn how to adapt themselves loy- 
ally to the rigor and discipline of their 
new calling, and that faithfully they 
may carry out the commands of their 
superiors; pray for the officers. 
Thurs.—Acts 12: 1-12. Peter’s Deliverance. 


Soldiers, chains, keepers, prison. These 
are rough words to the timid mind. They 
represent the powers which combined to 
keep the servant of God in bondage. 
What force had the early church which 
could effectuaily neutralize such a com- 
bination? Prayer is the answer and 
prayer always wins. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
world of missions. A soldier (since 
dead), recently said, “As I think of the 
loyalty of subject races, my mind re- 
fuses to absorb any but the great cen- 
tral facts; i. e., we have here the fruition 
of the work of British missionaries, and 
of the prayers of missionary-hearted 


men.” 


| Fri—Isa. 55: 1-9. God’s Gracious Invitation. 


| 


Like a merchant selling his wares our 
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come.” What grace is that which we 
behold; the great King likens himself 
to a trader in the market. Let us agrée 
to his terms—come, buy, and eat. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray to be 
strengthened in the faith, and made 


brave and courageous to confess Christ cern 


7 all; for an undivided heart 
ith to serve.God fully and with- 
out disputing; to be 


what the Lord would have you do, and 
go where He would send, 


Sat.—Phil. 4: 4-9. The Spirit of Prayer. 


What a fine motto to keep ever before | Z 


us: “Everything by prayer.” That 
means we habituate ourselves to refer- 
ting everything to the Lord. Nothing 
should be deemed too trivial for His 
notice, , nor ae too big to be be- 
yond His power. Everything means the 
things concerning the body, the soul, and 
the spirit. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: Again we think 
of the ge ag of the Ancient Covenant. 

ray for the delivering hand of God to 
restrain those who are persecuting the 
Jews, and that Israel may learn through 
suffering and chastisement the lesson of 
obedience to God’s Word. Pray-for the 
blessing of God upon all synagogue ser- 
vices. 


Sun.—Psalm 4 : 1-11. 
Our Refuge and Strength. 
Faith will pray wherever the floods 
are. When. the Huguenots and the 
Covenanters of Scotland were in trouble 
they used to say: “Come, let us sing 
the 46th Psalm.” 


“God is our refuge and our strength, 
In straits a present aid; 

Therefore, although the earth remove, 
We will not be afraid.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for boys 
who rarely hear the Gospel of Christ 
preached. It is estimated that on Sun- 
days about one hundred thousand boys 
are employed as caddies on the golf 
links of the United States. This és de- 
plorable in the extreme. Pray also for 
those who thus employ them. 


New..Yorx City... 
oe 
A Very Special Tithing Offer 
F ANY reader of this offer who is 
not now a tither, but has decided to 
become one, will write the word “Yes” 
and send it with your name and address, 
also the name of ‘your denomination, to 
The Layman Compagy, 143 North 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, there will, by 
early mail, be sent to you an engraved 
Certificate of Memberslip in the 
AMERICA TirHEers Union with your 
name typewritten thereon; also the book 
‘Tithing and Prosperity,” and a copy of 
“A Tithing Autobiography,” by “A 
Layman.” ; 
If you are already a tither and have 


tial cost of book, certificate, pamphlet, 
and postage. 

The Layman Company keeps no record 
of names. No one but yourself will 
know of this step, if you take it. Be 
sure to mention The Sunday School 
Times. 

To Ministers—The. offer to furnish 
the pamphlet “How to Tithe and Why” 
to ministers gratis; postpaid, in sufficient 
quantities to furnish one copy to every 
family represenfed in their churches and 
congregations, will stand during the year 
1918. Please mention The Sunday 
School Times. 


Winona Conference on 
Prophecy and the Jews 


HE Second Annual Conference on 
Prophecy and the Jews will be held 
at Winona Lake, Ind., August 2-5, 1918. 
This Conference is under the joint 
auspices of the Williamsburg Mission 
to the Jews, Brooklyn, N. Y., of which 
the Rev. Leopold Cohn is the founder 
and superintendent, and the Winona 
Assembly. 
The object of calling together Chris- 
tian people for these meetings is that 
for a few days the Word of God may be 


illing to do just} 
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signed a tithing pledge, write “Yes” | No, 3 


twice; also send 10 cents to cover par- | Schools well attended all Summer. 


,_DO NOT LET YOUR SCHOOL LAG 








meaning of 
the Jewish nation as evidenced in 
world-astonishing movement known as 
ionism. 


5 


Among topics of ae interest will 
be: “The World’s Undigested Jonah,” 
“Down in the Ghetto,” “The Revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ,” “Sunlight and 


Shadows of a Jewish Miss mare 
Life.” An interesting feature of the 
Conference will be a platform meeting 
on Sunday afternoon, August 4, at 
which. ten or twelve Jewish Christians 
will tell briefly how they came to be 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 
For information and a pro- 
am, address Mr. Joseph Cohn, care 
illiamsburg Mission to the jews, 27 
Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 





To Keep the Home Fires Burning 
JUST ISSUED 


For God and Country 
HYMNS FOR USE IN WAR TIME 


Edited by Rev. Louis F. . 
It contains rich material that is fresh both in words 
and music, as wellas what is familiar. ‘he Board 
believes it to be far ahead of anything else obtain- 
able for the purpose. 7hirty-five hymns with both 
words and music. Selections from the Psalter 
at the end. ~ 


10 cents per copy, $5.00 hundred postpaid 
Presbyterian Board of Publication 


TER ) 
Headquarters: Pmitapgs.enia, Withers uilding 
New York, 156 Fifth ave. Nashville, 711 Ohurch Street 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. St. Louis, 411 N. Tenth Street 
Cincinnati, 420 Elm Street San Francisco, 278 Post St.. 
Pittsburgh, Granite Building, Sixth Ave, and Wood St. 














A : ry + — Py oe ad " 
for Hebrew and Cognate Learning 
Broad and York Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Offers courses in Hebrew, Bible, 
Talmud, Jewish History, and Se- 
mitic Languages. Students ad- 
mitted without distinction of creed, 
color or sex. Tuition is free. 


Summer Term Opens July 9, at 10 A. ML 


For further information apply to 
Dr. Cyrus Adler, President 














169 new and familiar gospel 
and Sunday School Songs 
in thisbook. $10 the 100, 
The only new low priced 
book on the market. Beau- 
tiful and durable binding. 
Will keep the Sunday 


NEW 
SONGS OF 
PENTECOST 


Send 15c stamps for one copy by mail 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
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WILLIAMS PIANOS 


for homes and churches sent om 


AND ORGANS "Factory prices and easy 


terms. Send for free My A Tg 
Williams Piano & Organ Co., Desk T -Chicaga 
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